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S EMP RON IA. 


LETTER I. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


TO THE 


47> { 
COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


O | | Saint Claire. 
UR young friend has left this coun- 


try, and ſome days ſooner than the ex- 
pected. The preſent unhappy ſtate of 
her mind gives me the tendereſt concern. 
Some fatal ſecret preys upon her inno- 
cent boſom, which from a miſtaken pru- 
dence, the tendernels of friendſhip has not 
the conſolation to ſooth. I have ſtrongly 
hinted my ſuſpicion of a pre-ſentiment, 
which ſhe has not courage to avow, and 

Vol. I, B once 


2 SEMPRONIA, 


once attempted. to rally her upon that 
idea; but I was ſoon convinced the 
ſubje& would not admit of a ſecond trial. 
Though I took her at a time when her 
ſpirits were tolerably cheerful, a ſudden 
thoughtfulneſs and reſerve inſtantly fol- 
lowed, and in a few moments her atten» 
tion ſeemed "Wy abſorbed. 

Though I am no adept 1 in my know- 
ledge of la tendre paſſion, J am neverthe- 
leſs perfuaded it exiſts here. At times 
there is ah abſence about her, a-certain 
v cancy, which makes me dread fome 


fatal conſequence. To invite her to con- 
fidence by the moſt gentle methods, I 
have often been diſpoſed ; and when pre- 


pared for the attempt, ſhe has, as if con- 
ſcious of my intention, by an impoſing 


dignity of carriage ſo effectually withheld 
me, that all my hopes have been defeated. 


Her forrow ſpeaks to the heart, and the 
+ fortitude 
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SEMPRONIA, 3 


fortitude with which ſhe endeavours to 
ſupport it deſerves the higheſt reſpect, 
So perverſe is human nature, that I am 
perſuaded had ſhe yielded to the many 
opportunities I have given her, her con- 
fidence would have been felt as leſs me- 
ritorious than her ſilence, though it could 
have reveale d po one ſentiment or action 
that would have done her honour, 


What a ſerious reflection that fo much 
beauty and merit ſhould be the property 
of grief! If you have penetrated into 
this myſterious retreat, conduct me thence 
I conjure you. 

| DE. GRAVELINE, 
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"COUNT DE BREVILLE 4 

| TO THE ? 
| 
MARCHIONESS/ DE GRAYRLINE» -- 1 
T | od IM 
1 HE divine myfteries are too ſacred 4 
for my inſpection, and a female heart an | 
oracle 1 dare not conſult ; but ſurely this I 
ſanctuary may be approached with im- a 
punity, as its inmoſt receſſes are open to 3 t 
our view. Love is the deity of her ado- = 
ration; but I am much miſtaken if his 3 
ſhafts have not been galled by a venom S x 
too fatal for her peace; nor will your S 8 
friendly power be able to extract the v- |} 1 
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SEMPRONIA, 5 


nom it has infuſed. Her ſimplicity and 
innocence betray thoſe acute ſufferings 
which ingenuity rather than fortitude in- 
ſtructs the heart how beft to conceal, 
She has my ſincereſt pity, and to my 
ſoul do 1 wiſh it was poſſible to ſerve 
her. I have obſerved her very attentively. 


Ia the preſence of Alphonſo ſhe affects a 


cheerfulneſs foreign to her heart; but a 
high ſenſe of duty and moral obligations, 
ſeem to be the ſpring of all her actions. 
Alphonſo has received from Nature its 
higheſt gift: a ſoul ſuſceptible of the 
moſt unbounded benevolence; all the 
milk of human kindneſs which cheriſhes 
the afflicted ſpirit, united with a liberality 
and ſenſe of honour peculiarly exalted; 
but this amiable diſpoſition is evidencly 
reſtrained by an auſterity he has very 
recently imbibed, His fortune is not 
large, and more than once has he been 
involved in very ſerious misfortunes by 
bun B 3 that 


6 SEMPRONIA- 


that impoſition to which his generous na- 
ture has expoſed him. Though ] juſtify 
his prudence, 1 condemn his preſent man- 
ners; which being not his own, affect 
moſt unpleaſantly, and at times I have 
almoſt perſuaded myſelf I was converſing 
with a ſtranger, He feels awkward, and 
of courſe communicates the like impreſ- 
ſion on his gueſt; This philoſophic prin- 


ciple you will not eaſily reconcile with 


your ſyſtem of ethics; but his motives 
are good, though he miſtakes the appli- 
cation; his virtues till retain all their 
ſublimity, and by their powerful influ- 
ence at times burſt through every op- 
poſing cloud. But to return to Sem- 
pronia : when I ſay ſhe poſſeſſes all that 
ſimplicity by which you may read her 
whole character, I unite: with that ge- 
nuine excellence a prudence and circum- 
ſpection far above her years; but pure 
and artleſs, ſhe has a turn of thought 
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SEMPRONIA» 7 


and expreſſion which has often ſurprized 
me, accultomed as I am to the ſentiments 
of my Honoria, which have refined my 
talle too highly for the enjoyment of 
any other lociety, Alphonſo has been 
her only inſtructor, and indeed her only 
companion. The latter circumſtance 


one ſhould not have thought poſſible. 


What induced him to purſue a mode of 
education ſo very ſingular I am curious 
to learn, for he never acts without a de- 
cided motive, His treatment of her is 
affe ctionate, and his mode of addreſſing 
her like that of a parent to a loved child, 
who fearing that his tenderneſs might 
degenerate by an unguarded indulgence 
into weakneſs, affects the tone of autho- 
rity, while the pathos of language pene- 
trates to the ſoul, Her hiſtory is a ſe- 
cret ; but I can have no doubt that, from 
whatever motive he is enjoined to its 
obſervance, would, was it known, reflect 

B 4 an 


K SEMPRONIA, 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE, 


1 * 
an additional honour on his character. 
Time may bring it to light, and will alſo 
reflect, I truſt, ſome benignant rays on 
that tendre paſſion whoſe feeble powers 
are ſurely entitled to ſome propitious in- 
fluence. 1 
DE BREVILLE, ; 
LETTER ui. 5 
SEMPRONIA ; ; 
TO THE 4 


O N Thurſday is the fatal day ſen- 
tenced for our departure, How many 
painful and ſorrowful reflections will not 
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SEMPRONIA, 5 


this ſeparation coſt to your wretched 


Sempronia? but your precepts will I 
cheriſh with filial tenderneſs. Pardon, 


my dear Madam, but yet allow the ex- 
preſſion. To you am I indebted by a 
thouſand obligations. Maternal fond- 
neſs could not have inſpired more affec- 
tionate ſolicitude than you have expreſſed 
for the dejection of a ſtranger. What 
do I not owe toyou? every ſentiment of 
the moſt fervent gratitude and eſteem, 
In your gencrous boſom voluntarily 
could 1 have ſheltered all my ſorrows, 
had they related but to myſelt ; but my 
Alphonſo l- my benefactor! Yes, Ma- 
dam, I am an orphan, conſigned by the 
will of heaven to the parent of humanity 
and afflict ion. My birth—fatal remem- 
brance !_ Bur & hat do I ſay? Dare 1 
rte. l being, endeared to exiſtence 
by an unwearied ſolicitude of fifteen 
year,? Has it not procured me the know- 


By ledge 


TO SEMPRONIAS 


ledge of every female excellence, ſhewn 
me virtue pure as the morning dew, and 
in its laſt, but choicelt gift, beſtowed on 
my afflicted ſoul the bleſſing of a friend? 
Till I ſaw you I was a ſtranger to the 
name; I knew it not but by the impulſe 
of a ſocial emotion which ſought com- 
munication and ſympathy ; and that ſo- 
lacing hope was too deluſive to be en- 
couraged, Bclieve me not ungrateful, 
Had J never I can no more, 


Cruel, cruel ſeparation to your diſconſo- 
late 


SEMPRONIA, 
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COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE Ws 


MARACHIONESS DE GRAVELINE., 


Your laſt letter was forwarded to 


me at Belmont, where I was ſummoned 


to attend the nuptials of Lady Julia S 
and my friend. The ſolemnity of this 
aweful ceremony for a time unfits my 
mind in a degree I ſhould bluſh to ac- 
knowledge to any other woman than 
yourſelf, From what cauſe theſe im- 
preſſions are formed, I know not; but 
Poſſibly 1 am diſpoſed to view the actions 

of 
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of life with more ſcrutiny than I ought, 
and thereby draw inferences unfavoura- 
ble ſometimes to my wiſhes. This is 
my ſituation at preſent. From the diſ- 
poſition of my friend I have many rea- 
ſons to think his choice was not conſulted 
as to the object of his affetions. Tis 
moſt true that Lady Julia has many ex- 
ternal attractions; ſhe poſſeſſes beauty, 
figure, grace; but from the firſt ſhe ex- 
torts admiration rather than excites it; 
and from the ſecond aſſumes an air of 
anxious ſelf-· importance, the reſult not of 
dignity but pride; the latter, on the 
principle of Apelles, may be allowed to 
militate not a little againſt my affertion 
when I tell you that her form is, une 


ligne parſaitemente endoyantt, avec ces 


mines convexes, et legeres inflexions, 
gui forment te ſtile gracieux—mais Pex- 
preſſion lui manque; for which even 
grace will not atone, Then as to her 

: manaers, 
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SEMPRONTA-. 13 


manners, they are traced by rule, but 
ſuch a one as her own imagination formed. 
When ſhe received the ring from the af- 
fectionate and generous hand of Belmont, 
ſhe recalled to my mind what is related 
of the Counteſs of Warwick when ad- 
mitting the like honour to the unfortu- 
nate Addiſon. She is certainly a coun- 
terpart of that very woman, It is no 
very conſoling reflection that the felicity 
oSmortals ſhould be left to the mercy of 
the ſportive element; for if matches 
are really made in heaven, as the inge- 
nious Dr. Watts has fo poetically proved, 
from whence every friendly pair depart 
in uniſon, the kindred ſpirit of Belmont 
has been diſperſed, I fear, far from his 
native home. The three weeks paſſed 
at this once hoſpitable manſion, your un- 
cle's calm retreat, tended but to confirm 
my firſt impreſſion, She has gravity 

without 
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without ſeriouſneſs z mirth, without vi- 
yacity;z and a briſk flow of pure animal 
ſpirits, without either ſenſe, or reflection. 
Then as to flattery, that ſhe demands as 
her peculiar previlege z for look but at 
any other woman, and ſhe deems your 
attention to her as a duty withheld from 
herſelf. However, to worthleſs a tribute 
might have conferred on her vanity 
had ſhe been any other than the wife of 
my friend. Belmont is too much in — 
I know not what idea to annex, but love 
I believe, to be able to ſee her real cha- 
racter; and may his ſight be never more 
reſtored to him if happineſs is to be the 
price; and yet { can but think ſhe was 
not the object of his choice; the illuſion 
of fancy warped his reaſon in the firſt 
anſtance, and the perſecutions of his fa- 
mily compleated its ſubverſion. Excuſe 
this abrupt concluſion; but I am called 
| 2 10 
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SEMPRONIA, 15 


to the morning ſacrifice. The pile is 
already raiſed, but the victim ſtill to pre- 
pare, Adieu. 


DE BREVILLRE, 


LETTER VF; 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE. 


Wu AT? the Lady Julia - the boaſt 
of Italy, the pride of Rome, and poſſibly 
a deſcendant in the very right line from 
the great, the glorious Auguſtus ! could 
Neither her charms nor yet her honours 

protect 


15 SEMPRONIA, ” 


protect her from lawleſs ſacrilege? pro» 


fane the eye of your miſtreſs with a libel b tio 
upon Venus, nor bluſh to on the deed. 1 
Courage d la veriie. And why refuſe to | 7 cc 


gratify vanity, when not one was glven 
in vain? Is not flattery the ſalt of life, 
the only ſpirit of exiſtence. If indeed 
the flavour had loſt its poignant effect, 
you were wiſe in not attempting the ap- 
plication ; but whole fault was that? 
You are to know there is more judg- 
ment required in this art than poſſibly 
in any other. It is at once the criterion 
of wit and ſenſe, of paſſion and ſenti- 
ment; the mind and fancy mult be ſuſ- 
| ceptible of the warmeſt impreſſion before 
this talent can be employed with ſucceſs. 
Logical reaſoning, mature diſquiſition, 

and a rapid flowing eloquence, are the 

grand eſſentials. Study theſe rules, and 

| then try your {kill; if you poſſeſs, ac- 
| cording to the true philoſophic defini- 
tion, 
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SEMPRONIA, 17 


tion, © an happy aſſemblage of ideas, 
© and you can put them together with 
« quickneſs and variety,” and I imme- 
diately diſcover a reſemblance, &c. ſo 
as to produce an agreeable picture or 
viſion to the imagination, I diſmiſs you 
with honour; and ſo of the reſt. But 
as expreſſion is la parure rneceſſaire, at- 
tend to the poet who tells us it 


% Appears more decent as more ſuitable, 
and & like the unchanging ſun 
& Chears and improves whate'er it ſhines upon3 
It gilds all objects, but it alters none.“ 


I hope you will thereby prove that 
flattery is the higheſt compliment you 
can pay to the underſtanding of your 
miſtreſs, it being the image of herſelf. 


DE GRAVELINEs 


LE T:. 
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LETTER VI. 


* | SEMPRONIA 


TO THE 


MAYCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE, 


pated a wiſh 1 could not have had cou - 
rage to have made; This blefling I feel 
as the rent wal of exiſtence, and the only 
one I think it could ever have received. 
He has conferred it in a manper which 
doubly enhances the obligation; and yet 
from this very cauſe it impoſes a reſtraint 
more irkſome to the ſituation of my 
mind, than if my letters had paſſed un- 
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der his inſpection. Was I to trangreſs 
thoſe bounds his liberal heart has left 
ſolely at my diſcretion, I ſhould render 
myſelf unworthy the truſt he has repoſed 
in me; and yet to withhold that confi- 
dence from her who has deſervedly ſo 
many claims upon it, is contrary to the 
rectitude ſhe has an indubitable right 
to expect. Under impreſſions ſuch as 
theſe, how can I ever diſcharge the va- 
rious duties I owe? To Alphonſo my 
engagements are ſacred; to you they 
are the voluntary emotions of gratitude 
and eſteem. But my education and ſup- 
port have been the united objects of his 
benevolence, To him am I indebted 
for every thing I poſſeſs; his precepts . 
have been the rule of my life, and the 
higieſt point of my ambition. But how 
have I failed in the application? As 
diſtant itars, I viewed, 1 adored them 
but that influence, genial in its own 

3 ſphere 
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ſphere, was too remote to extend to ſuch 
an object as myſelf. Till I ſaw you, I 
never converſed with a third perſon, nor 
did I know an higher enjoyment than 
the ſociety of my ' Alphonſo. He was 
the fole object of my thoughts; in him 
centered all my comforts: filial fondneſs 
could not have yearned more for the 
embraces of a loved father than my 
heart felt at his affectionate careſſes. Fatal 
Joys! never more to be hoped for. This 
remembrance is as a dagger penetrating to 
ſome vital power, nor can I ever extract 
it but at the expence of my life, Noble, 
exalted being! Pardon, my dear Ma- 
dam, an excels of ſorrow I have not for- 
ticude to ſuppreſs. An extinguiſhed af- 
fect ion would ſurely drive me to deſpair, 
but can a ſubdued one effect much leſs? 
My pen drops from my hand. I can no 
More. | 

SEMPRONIA, 
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LETTER vn. 


Makchlokkss DE CRAVELINE 

1 | {1} * 1 
T0 | 
$EMPROKIA, 


a * 


| 83 Saint Claire. 
Aw, beloved Sempronia, with 
virtues ſuch as your's, dare to be happy. 
Heaven is your friend, and will ſhield 
you from ſorrow ; your innocence his all- 
protecting power will guard from every 
ſnare. Conſult your heart; examine it 
well. Your preſcnt diſtreſs. ariſes, you 
ſay, from a cauſe you have reaſon to 
conceal. Could I relieve it, could the 
moſt anxious ſolicitude ſooth your grief, 
I would 


az SEMPRONIA. 


I would take you to my boſom, and ad- 
miniſter its gentleſt conſolation. But you 
are reſtrained by motives from rendering 
my wiſhes effectual. If prudence, if ho- 
nour, are the ties which bind you, be- 
lieve, my deareſt child, that I conſider 
their maxims as much too ſacred to 
ſuggeſt a thought which might induce 
you to ſurmount them; but may not 
your delicacy be the prevailing objection, 
and do you not miſtake che principle on 
which that reſtraint is founded? Your 
diſtreſs demands relief; it weakens your 
reſolution; and will by imperceptible 
degrees. render your efforts too feeble 
for the ſtruggle you labour under. * 
reaſon, which by proper regulations 
would ſtand your friend, is now ſubſer- 
vient to ſome fatal paſſion, Grief muſt 
ariſe from ſome powerful cauſe z either 
the experience of ſuffering or the ap- 
prebenſinp of it, If it proceeds from 
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SEMPRONIA. 23 


the latter, your fears may be greatet 
than the calamity you dread; and the 
ſource of paſt misfortune is enlarged by 
lamenting it. Is it not then true, my 
amiable child, that reaſon is no longer 
a counter poiſe againſt an adverfary 10 
powerfully armed? With a mind, borne 
down as your's, every object adds toi it's 


oppreſſion. Ignominy you cannot have 


incurred, as guilt muſt be a ſtranger to 
your boſom. Your. inexperience, my 
Sempronia, leaves you defenceleſs,” and 
youymourn: as if you had committed a 
crime. Under preſent circumſtances 
therefore I can offer but a few general 
obſervations, but ſuch as muſt. be appli- 
cable to every caſe. Guilt, my dear 
Sempronia, can alone juſtity ſelf- reproach. 
The commiſſion of an unworthy deed 
will be followed by remorſe, nor can 
the impulſe of conſcience be filenced 
till that deed is thoroughly atoned for. 


24 ü uUrRON TIA: 


In this decree wiſdom and mercy are 
well diſtinguiſhed; but on the other 
hand, inadvertent errors claim com- 
paſſion, as they too frequently ariſe from 
miſtaken judgment, in which the heart 
has no ſhare. ' On this principle, my 
friend, examine yours; if it acquits 
you to yourſelf, your ſorrow is a fault. 
It argues impatience rather than con- 
viction; pride, than humility. It has 
been allowed that ſelf-mortification pro- 
ceeds on moſt occaſions more from falſe 
refinement than from that purity to 
which many an unhappy ſufferer has 
been diſpoſed to aſcribe it; but when- 
ever it is the faithtul tribute of real af- 
fliction (as it very poſſibly may be in a 
tender mind) it is then clearly entitled 
to our reſpect. It proves that the feel- 
ings are alive to repentance; but even 
then a due ſenſe of [fortitude muſt firſt 
take place, or all endeavours will be vain. 

Whatever 
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Whatever diſqualifies for the purpoſe we 
mean to effect, defeats our efforts. In- 
ordinate grief unfits the mind for the 
diſcharge of its duties. It is a diſtruſt 
of Providence, and therefore wrong. 
My advice and opinion are offered with 
the warmeſt ſincerity; and if honour, 
according to your eſtimation, binds to 
ſecreſy, you ate laudable in the obſerv- 
ance. I hope, my dear, I have con- 
vinced you that I think you incapable 
of any ſerious fault. On that aſſurance 
rely. An over-eagerneſs in one's own 
defence moſt generally perverts the in- 
tention 3 and let me, I conjure you, diſ- 
penſe you from the pain of any explana- 
tion on the ſubject. My friendſhip for 
you could never be forfeited unleſs by 


| ſuch an attempt, nor be heightened by 


any other inſtance than an endeavour at 
ſelf· conſolation. Alphonſo appears to 
me a very ſuperior character; his vir- 

Vor. I. C tues 
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tues are worthy imitation. . Adieu, my 'T 
tender friend, and believe me faithfully J 4 
your's. | [ i 
DE 'GRAVELINE» | c 

1 

SI 

1 

1 

LETTER VIII. 1 

1 

= 

'CObONEL BELMONT t 

TO THE Z c 

: Ss © 

GOUNT DE BREVILLE. 1 

Axt Cupid's arrows all blunted? In- 1 r 
vulnerable Breville! armed cap @ pee to ; | 
reſiſt the intrepid foe ? Follow my ex © 
ample. Venus is the only goddeſs wor- 4 K 
thy adoration. A young man, barely | } 
3 


twenty-five, heir to a ſplendid fortune, 
* With 
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with the advantages of a good perſon, 
and an accompliſhed mind, is an offer- 
ing fit for Olympus. But you are for 
calm ſenſations—philoſophic joys - here 
Epicurus ſheds his balmy ſweets. Frigid 
repoſe! Give me the gifts my gods be- 
ſtow, and then, &c, &c. Could I ſe- 
riouſly reproach you, on this occaſion, I 
think I might be tempted to try my 
{ſkill ; but ſhall leave you to make your 
peace with Julia. She ſays you have loft 
all your fire ſince your laſt excurſion to 
the Alps; and ſuſpects you have ſome 
deſign upon the GrandeChartreuz; not 
to pilfer its -ſhrines, or blow up the 
mountains, but I believe ſhe is jealous 
of your friendſhip for St. Bruno—a far 
more dangerous rival than you appre- 
hend. Rocks and caſcades have won- 
derful effect upon ſeraphic ſpirits; ſhe 
has therefore impoſed her commands on 
you for the future; and forbids all com- 


munication with the Saint, vpon pain of 
C 2 her 
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her everlaſting diſpleaſure. Return to 
us once more my friend, and prepare 
yourſelf for the bleſſings which are ſtill 
in ſtore for you, I expect daily the ar- 
rival of Lord G and his fair daugb- 
ter, If you can withſtand beauty and 
merit ſuch as hers, I give vou up for 
loſt, Her fortune is ſmall, but her edu 


cation is ſuperior to moſt women 1 


know. The laſt two years ſhe has lived 
retired, on account of the indifferent 
ſtate of her father's health; but ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes much natural vivacity, and has 
powers highly ornamental to ſociety. 
But domeſtic pleaſures ſeem moſt con- 
genial with her taſte, So far agreed, 
Breville. Then ſhe is very muſical, and 
allowed a great proficient in the ſcience. 
In ſhort, I know not that excellence ſhe 
does not poſſeſs, But much as 1 eſteem 
Lady H „ and ſhould rejoice in ſee- 
ing her merits ſo well rewarded, the de- 
fire of having you with us at this time 

principally 


a} 
ce 
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principally regard yourſelf. It relates, 
my friend, to your happinefs, which 1 
am perſuaded you would obrain in the 
poſſeſſion of this amiable woman, There- 
fore no denial will be admitted; but 


haſten to 
BELMONT. 


LETTER. IX. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO 


COLONEL BELMONT, 


Your raillery I admit: not as an 
auxiliary to friendſhip, for that can re- 
ceive no ſtronger power to impel my 

ix By heart 
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heart towards you; nor could the magnet 
you hold out attract me ſo effectually as 
the ſociety of Lady Julia and yourſelf, 
was it poſſible for me to admit their in» 
fluence. But for once in your life, my 
Belmont, I muſt tell you you are miſta- 
ken, Cupid, or Venus, or whoever you 
pleaſe in that line; but Epicurus is not 
my divinity, I promiſe you. To a man 
with half your portion of generoſity I 
might attempt to beat the buſh for ſome 
ſhabby excuſe; but as that would not 
ſuit either of us, tout de ſuite, ſhall I en- 
ter upon the ſubject. 


When we firſt viſited Italy together, 
you well remember our hoſpitable re- 
ception at the Duke de Liancourt's. 
The Marchioneſs, his only daughter, 
ſhortly before our departure, returned to 
the chateau, Her beauty was then in 


its earlieſt bloom; but of her mind and 
accom- 
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accompliſhments the ſhortneſs of our 
ſtay prevented our forming any poſſible 
juiigment. You at that time rallied me 
as uſual upon the old theme, and ſaid I 
was too. conſtantly in love ever to feel 


a ſerious paſſion, and the like. The 


following year J accompanied. my father 


into that country, whoſe principal mo- 
tive for the journey was the declining 
ſtate of the Duke's health. From our 
long reſidence at L—— I had various 
opportunitics of eſtimating the perfec- 
tions of the divine Hon ria. Time had 
improved thoſe youthtul charms into a 
more bewitching grace, which were ſtill 
heightened by a ſweetneſs of d ſpolition, 
a gentleneſs of manners, and a mind 
highly cultivated. More true feminine 
lovelineſs I never beheld, The peculiar 
ſituation in which ſhe then was, gave me 
a thorough knowledge of her character: 
ſhe was attending her noble parent in a. 

C4 lingering. 
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lingering and painful illneſs. What un- 
rivalled excellence did ſhe not diſcover 
in this tender office of filial affection 
what ſolicitude, ſenſibility, and zeal! 
In the countenance of the daughter was 
expreſſed all the parent's ſufferings. 
She ſeemed armed with additional power 
for the painful ſervices ſhe had to per- 
form. Who could hourly view this 
amiable ſufferer | this affecting ſpecta- 
cle! without experiencing the moſt en- 
raptured ſenſations, united with the bit- 
tereſt anguiſh? To contemplate the 
lovely mourner when ſhe was convinced 
every attempt was ineffectual; to ſee 
her trembling frame hover over his dy- 
ing lips; to hear the laſt groan, as he 
expired in her feeble arms--O Belmont, 
what a ſcene was this ! Never will the 
awful impreſſion be effaced from my 
memory, nor the image recollected but 
with horror, She gazed with terrific 
wildneſs 
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= wildneſs on the breathleſs corpſe, and 
* then ſunk into a ſilence, which chills 


r my blood even at the remembrance. 
>” E= ſuch a ſilence !—the tongue (lays a 
very eloquent writer) may eaſily find 
$ words for common attachments, but 
. filial forrow ! what language can be thy 
r * interpreter ?=Six weeks we paſſed at 
4 this melancholy aſylum; and with diffi- 
5 * culty did we then prevail upon her to 
1 quit it. 

a Lady Hortenſia Sanſerre, who had 
8 reſided at I — fince the Ducheſs's 
f death, accompanied the Marchioneſs to 
8 Portre. By degrees ſhe recovered her 
: ſpirits ; but to this moment never ſpeaks 
- of her loſs but with tears. At times ſhe 
, ſeems to ſeek retirement. The motive 
may be too eaſily imagined ; for won- 
; derful as it is, there 1s an indulgence in 
- 


ſorrow which affords the moſt ſoothing 
C 5 conſola- 
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conſolation; an enjoyment in that ten- 
der regret, which the remembrance of 
a fond object never fails to excite in a 
ſuſceptible mind. Such was the Mar- 
chioneſs as a daughter. Three years 
have elapſed fince that melancholy pe- 
riod; and her natural cheerfulneſs is 
now entirely returned. | 


The friendſhip which had ſo long 
ſubſiſted between the two families, and 
the painful ſervices my father had then 
in his power to render her, have left a 
very lively impreſſion on her feelings. 
She treats me with the attention of a 
brother, frequently honours me with 
that title, and allows me the pleaſure 
of her moſt unreſerved confidence ; but 
to aſpire to a nearer connection I can- 
not, dare not hope ; but this I folemnly 
ſwear, that no other woman ſhall ever 
poſſeſs that heart which is dedicated to 


Honoria 
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1 
* 


Honoria; and if conſtancy and tender- 

” neſs, if the moſt ardent affection, can- 
not render me deſerving of her, death 
” ſhall be my only conſolation ; for exiſt- 
ance could not be ſupportable, unleſs. 
united with her's. 


You have now, my Belmont, the ſe- 
cret which I have ſo long endeayoured to 
conceal; and thus is the firſt moment in 
which I ever ſuffered my thoughts to 
tranſpire upon the ſacred ſubject. In 
your breaſt let it reſt till time, and what- 
ever may be the event, ſhall juſtify fur- 
ther communication. Adieu! 


DE BREVILILE. 
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LETT: 2 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE CRAVELIKE, 


Your prohibition ſhall be religiouſly 
obſerved ; but had that been neceſſary, 
Sempronia would never have demurred 
as to the honour you intended her, 
No, Madam, I would. have ſheltered 
ignominy in ſolitude; and my firſt re- 
fuge ſhould have been in the receptacle 
of the grave, Could I unboſom to you 
the ſorrows I innocently have excited 
auld I deſcribe to you the grief which 

hourly 
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hourly encreaſes; to your ſight ſhould 1 
offer a picture of woe! My Alphonſo 
has left me at liberty to communicate to 
you the particulars of my ſituation ; but 
having very feriouſly conſidered the 
ſubject, am convinced that were I to 
avail myſelf of his generous permiſſion, 
to my own conſcience I could not juſ- 
tify the mears. This reflection, and 


this only, withholds me; as I am per- 


ſuaded his motive aroſe from a refined 
ſenſe of honour, and that anxious con- 
cern for my peace, which, through life, 
has been his ultimate object. Nurſed 
in the boſom of innocence and virtue, 
unacquainted with the maxims of life, 
I may have imbibed but thoſe ideas 
which the ſimplicity of inexperienced 
nature afforded, My education has 
been confined to objects which have 
ſerved but to correct rather than to 
extinguiſh thoſe/impreſſions ſhe had im- 
"oa : planted. 
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planted. As Alphonſo was the wWhole- 


world to me, I indulged no other ſenſa- 
tion than what his paternal affection ex- 
cited. To pleaſe him was my daily 
prayers, His benevolence ſupplied: 
what Nature had denied. Till, the age 
of ſeventeen I even elt him as the fa- 
ther to whom I owed my being; and 
ſo faithfully has he diſcharged the truſt, 
that at this period to withdraw myſelf 
from his confidence neither duty nor- 
inclination could juſlify, The relief 
which your friendſhip would beſtow,, 
unlimited as you ſo nobly, ſo liberally, 
offer, give me credit for valuing as it 
deſerves. But to avail myſelf of ſuch 
advantages as— is impoſſible. No, 
my dear Madam, patiently will I ſub- 
mit; and if heaven will be beſt pleaſed 
by a life of piety and reſignation, Sem- 
pronia ſhall know no other. In a few 
days I quit my paternal abode, and 
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for ever. The remembrance of the 
Marchioneſs de Graveline ſhall be the 
joint companion of my thankfulneſs and 
gratitude, 

SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER XL, 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


H ASTEN hence as quickly as poſ- 
ſible. I have time but to ſay the un- 
fortunate Sempronia leaves Alphonſo in 
a few days, Her aſylum I know not, 
This muſt be prevented. The additional 
horror 
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horror of ſelf- accuſation I know not how 
to ſupport. My letter, which was meant 
but to have ſtrengthened her fortitude, 
has ſurely occaſioned this precipitate 
ſtep? What accumulated troubles, my 
generous Breville, have you ſuffered on 


my account, 
DE GRAVELINE. 


ASI TERAHDL 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE, 


I PURSUED the meaſures you di- 
rected, but arrived a day too late. Al- 
phonſo had left his houſe, nor could I 

| obtain 
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obtain any intelligence where to follow 
him. I then enquired for Sempronia z 
when an elderly woman of no very in- 
viting aſpect immediately came up, and 
aſſuming an officious conſequence, de- 
manded in a very audible voice if I 
wanted Sempronia? If you do, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, you will not have the good fortune 
to find her here; ſhe left her guardian 
ſome days ſince, I heſitated for a ſe- 
cond as to the propriety of any further 
interrogation z3 but being perſuaded that 
no information was likely to be procured 
from ſuch a duenna as this appeared, I 
was leaving the houſe, when the man 
ſervant to whom I firſt ſpoke, on open- 
ing the door for my departure, which he 
ſeemed very reluctantly to effect, be- 
trayed by the eloquence of his counte- 
nance what his lips had not power to 
expreſs, I gave him a look which I 
thought he underſtood; and which, eſ- 


caping 
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caping the eye of the vigilant Argus, 
was left wholly to his own diſcretion to. 
conſtrue as he thought beſt; adding to 
him, I ſhall remain ſome days in this 
neighbaurhood at the hotel de Blanc. 
If your maſter returns you will not fail 
acquainting him immediately. I thought 
this delay might give the poor fellow 
ſome opportunity of ſecing me. The 
benevolence of his cquntenance had: 
pre poſſe ſſed me much in his favour; 
and I had no doubt of receiving ſome 
clue from bim which might lead to a: 
diſcovery, without putting his fidelity 
to pain, The following morning he 
came. Upon my aſking him if his maſ- 


ter was returned, the poor fellow burſt 


into tears, ſaid he was not, but that the 


Lady Sempronia ſeemed to be Pobjet de 


mes recherches, As the whole of this 
tranſaction had a myſterious appearance, 
I was cautious in my reply, apprehen. 


ſive 
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ſive of conſequences on Sempronia's ac- 
count, and inſtantly gave him my name, 
which ſurprized him, as he moſt cer- 
* tainly ſuppoſed me tome other perſon. 
. When are hey likely to return? ſaid J. 
1 Ab Monjfieur(anſwered he) cette aimable per- 
ſonne ne reviendra jamais à ce que je crains. 
Ab jamais ne la rever rai. je plus. Biende fois 
Faije portée dans ces bras—je Paime comme 
i elle ttoit ma veritable enfant. But, 
continued he in broken Engliſh, dat 
| wicked creature has been de cauſe of all 
tous ſes malbeurs. Misfortunes ! ſaid I; 
what misfortune ? no accident has hap» 
pened to her, I hope? Tell me in 
French. By permiſſion, Engliſh will de 
beſt explain de loſs | fear of my dear 
and vurdy maſter's affection. Ah Mon- 
ſieur, vat delight be took in her; and 
vel did ſhe merit it: de ſweeteſt diſpo- 
ſition, de beſt young lady 1 ever did, 
Kkuow; and how kind, how touching 
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vas all de charmants temoignages de ſont 
amitie—mais elle ne reviendra jamais, et 
Pamitie neſt plus. Vraiment je crois, que 
cet eloignement me tue—mais la perte d'un 
pauvre domeſtique ne ſera pas ſentie—Ceſt 
Mademoiſelle qu* il faut pleurer. Since 
his long illneſs Monſieur has never been 
himſelf; ſome affliction vas de cauſe no 
doubt; for he is too viſe and too patient 
to ſuffer his gentle temper to be ruffled 
at bodily infirmitiess Dat vas de 
time, de fatal time; and how de tears 
vude ſtartle in her eye, vich before me 
Mademoiſelle endeavoured to conceal, 
Car Monfieur I interdit de parler meme aux 
domeſtiques— Mais Monſieur fi Poſe dire 
davantage.—You ſeem a worthy, honeſt 
fellow, ſaid I; and were you any other 
than Alphonſo's ſervant, 1 ſhould cer- 
tainly aſk of you the particulars of a ſtory 
at which you are ſo tenderly affected; 
but your fidelity to him forbids this. 

It 
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If you are not at full liberty to communi- 
cate the place of her abode, I am con- 
vinced you have too much integrity to 
* ſuffer your ſorrows to prevail over that 


duty you owe to your maſter. A la ve- 


4 rite, Monſicur, laid he, à ce ſijjet je 


| n'ai nul merite—car je ne la ſais pas. 
' Ctoit de vous Monſieur que je me ſuis 
+ ſoulage de Peſperance de Vobtenir—et voila 
la raiſon qui mw a porte vers Monſieur — 


de ſa bonte pourrai-je,—You may rely on 


me, ſaid I, At the requeſt of the Mar- 
chioneſs de Graveline,” I called at your 
+ maſter's houſe; and upon his return you 
will not fail acquainting him I did ſo, 
* Compoſe your ſpirits, my honeſt fellow, 
ſaid I, and return home with this com- 


fort, that you have added one friend 


more to your lit, 


Il am truly concerned, my dear Ho- 


noria, not to have been able to render 


you 
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you any ſervice. The matter ſeems 
more complex than I had really thought 
poſſible. By bis miſtaking me for ſome 
other perſon, there is doubtleſs a lover 
in the caſe; but how, with all Sempro- 
nia's circumſpection and prudence, that 
ſhould have been the cauſe of her mis- 
fortune, and of ſuch a nature as to have 
produced ſo wonderful an influence on 
the ſteady and uniform temper of her 
friend, is a myſtery to me; but there is 
| a contradiction of circumſtances which 
puts even conjecture to ſilence. 


Why, my dear friend, do you term 
any ſervice as painful on which you can 
j employ me? Is not the whole pleaſure 
of my life interwoven with the hopes of 
rendering it worthy your attention? Time 
flies too rapidly; and even the charms 
_ of your friendſhip are confined to the 
narrow limits of exiſtence? What do I 
ſay 


u RON IA. FU 


q 
5 


4 


ſay to exiſtence only? No, my Honoria, 


4 


© 


an indiſſoluble tie extends its enjoyments 


to futurity, Bleſt illuſion! when ima- 
* gination ſhall conſole for—— Suffer not 
* ſo ' unjuſt a thought as ſelf-reproach ; 
your letter was the image of yourleli— 


> fortitude and reſignation The meaſure 


which has been purſued, was no doubt 
the reſult of long deliberation z and tho? 
your advice in the firſt inſtance was not 
productive of the ſuccefs it deſerved, 


depend upon it it will have every ſubſe- 
quent effect. Sempronia will never diſ- 


appoint your hopes. At the hotel I ſhall 
remain of courſe the full time 1 men- 


* 


tioned, and then ſhall hallen my return. 
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Till when, adieu! 


DE BREVILLE. 


LE T- 
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MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


So entirely have I been abſorbed by 
anxiety and grief, that to take up my 
pen to acknowledge my thanks for all 
your aſſiduity and kindneſs, is even at 
this moment a ſerious effort. The ſitua- 
tion of this amiable girl, fills me with a 
thouſand apprehenſions, and unfits my 
mind for diſcharging the common du- 
ties of friendſhip. To reſcue her from 
ſhame is not the reflection with which [ 

have 
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ave to ftruggle; but to reſtore her to 
peace is the duty I owe her, and to ac- 
compliſn this am 1 wholly at a loſs. 
My ignorance of her ſtory withholds 
From me the poſſibility of taking any 
one ſtep. That Alphonſo is her guar- 
dian is a fact acknowledged by both; 
but the fingular maxim he has formed 
in regard to her education, and the more 
ſingular, that of ſecluding her from ſo- 
ciety, excite ſome doubts with me as to 
the purity of his intentions. Theſe phi- 
Aoſophic minds are not ſo indifferent to 

ny the purſuits of life, as they would wiſh 


all us to ſuppoſe; and the negative virtues 
at on which they raiſe their ſyſtem, are but 
ag 2 ſubterfuge for thoſe real ones which 
14 the heart cannot taſte; and betray ra- 
my ther a deviation from reaſon than a 
* confirmation of it. If I am wrong in 
om my ſentiments of Alphonſo, the opinion 
. can do him no harm; for a good con- 
av 
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duct would prove its immediate refuta- 
tion, He ſurely has not that profli- 
gacy of ſpirit as to deſpiſe the good 
will and reſpe& of mankind; and was 
that the caſe, has too much prudence 


to diſcover it. His pride would ſhield | 


her at leaſt from open deſertion; but a 
ſtronger impulſe than this would ſpeak 
ſome very powerful truths to his ſoul. 
With all his indifference, how would he 
be able ro overcome that ſtrong, and 
ardent affection, which he has been 
ſoothing for theſe laſt fourteen or fit- 
teen years? Such an eloquent orator 
would not be eaſily put to filence. 
Philoſophy would prove but a weak 
antagoniſt, nor could reaſon maintain 
her influence in a conteſt ſo unequal. 
Nature will preſerve her rights, inde- 
pendent of every oppoſition, and trium- 
phantly receive the general ſuffrage. 
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The viſit ſo long promiſed to Lady 


Harville am I now obliged to make; 
© but it ſhall be as ſhort as poſſible, 
I cannot prevail upon my aunt to ac- 


company me, At any ather time I 
* ſhould have a particular delight in the 
# ſociety of this amiable family; but at 
> preſent I have ſo little taſte for enjoyment, 
that I know not whether the compli- 


ment would not have been better paid 


by an apology than en perſonne, “ as 


| ſome promiſes are more honoured in 


; the breach than the obſervance.” So 
adieu, my friend. 


DE GRAVELINE, 
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LETTER XIV. 


LADY HORTENSIA SANSERRE 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


You R abſence, my deareſt Hono- 
ria, I muſt at all times lament; but at 
preſent thoſe feelings are in ſome de- 
gree conſoled by the opportunity it 
gives me of entering with you upon a 
ſubject on which your happineſs is 


ſo materially concerned. To ſpeak | 


upon it I found impoſſible: words 


alone would have fallen from my lips; 1 
and the ſentiments of an anxious mind 


I feel 
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1 feel it my duty to impart. From the 
moment in which you were deprived 
of your amiable mother, you have been 
the ſole object of my tenderneſs. At 
the death of my only child, every af- 
fection of my heart centered in you. 
To ſee you worthy of the noble pa- 
rents who gave you birth was my 
firſt wiſh; and to have your virtues 
rewarded was my next. You have 
more than exceeded my warmelt hopes. 
In you I contemplate the image of 
her who was once dearer to me than 
life itſelf; and with every emotion of 


gratitude return thanks to heaven for 


the bleſſing it has beſtowed upon me. 
But the time is now approaching when 


oy ardour of filial love muſt give 
place to a more endearing attachment. 


| Your birth has claims upon you. it is 


© your duty to fulfil, You are at pre- 
im the only ſurviving branch of the 


D 3 Uluſtrious 
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illuſtriovs houſe of Liancourt ; but by 
a particular clauſe in the entail of 
property, a female during her ſingle 
ſtate cannot reſide at the family man- 
ſion, nor can ſhe inherit but a moiety 
of thoſe eſtates which attach to the 
dutchy; the reſidue being veſted in 
the hands of truſtees until an heir male 
in the lineal deſcent ſhall legally aſſert 
his rights. As there remains but one 
year of your minority, the above par- 
ticulars it became neceſſary to diſcloſe; 
that under your preſent ſituation you 
will perceive you are withheld from 
keeping up thoſe hunours by which 
your anceſtors have for ſo many centu- 
ries been diſtinguiſhed. To a mind 
formed like your's, the ſplendour and 
importance which ſuch advantages con- 
fer, would not of themſelves be ſuffi- 
cient to prevail; but as you cannot 
"withhold your claim from them but 


by 
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* depriving many of the hoſpitality 
and protection which they confer, it 
becomes a queſtion Whether the rela- 
tive ſtate and condition of humanity 
is a principle of duty or not. 
my deareſt Honotia, that had choice 
determined the period of this infor- 
mation, you long ſince would have 
received it from me; but the time was 
as particularly ſtated as the contents, 
with 
day of marriage, the Marchioneſs de 
* Gravcline becomes ſole truſtee of the 
eſtates of the dutchy, and is obliged 
to reſidence.“ 
upon a ſubject of this importance, even 
patental authority would not have juſ- 


Believe, 


this codicil annexed “ On the 


To direct your choice 


tified; 


much leſs could my alliance 


with you, or the more prevailing voice 
= of affection, have induced me to tranſ- 
greſs on ſuch a point. 


Your heart 
will be your beſt guide, and to its 
D 4 precepts 
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precepts J leave you. Virtuous love 
can never debaſe the ſoul. - The tranf- 
ports of paſſion, and the miſtaken ef- 
fuſions of ſenſibility, are the only de- 
ſtructive weakneſſes we have to dread; 
and as the conflict they occaſion is 
excited leſs by tenderneſs than ſelf- 
love, it deſtroys the very foundation » 
of virtue. Such, my dear Honoria, | 
has been the reſult of my obſerva- 
tions through life. To your unſpotted 
ſoul the remark was needleſs. May 
every endearing excellence be found 
united in the object by whom your 
choice ſhall be diſtinguiſhed ; 'the * 5 
firmneſs of friendſhip with the ardour = 
of true and conſtant affection; but 
allow me to acknowledge this truth, 
that the former cannot exiſt alone in 
a generous mind; for vivacity of tem- SE 
per will not prove a ſufficient ſecu- = 
rity but to thoſe who have nothing to 
fear, 
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fears It commonly betrays ſuch as 
are in real danger. 
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When inclined, my dear, write to 
Your affectionate 


H. SANSERRE, 
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# Ir is impoſſible, my deareſt aunt, but 
3 | that the extraordinary circumſtances of 
Þ your letter ſhould deprive me of the 

; if power 
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power of replying to them immedi- 
ately with the reflexion they deſerve, 
In every occurrence of my life, to 
diſcloſe my heart to you, has been 
its higheſt gratification z and an expli- 
cit confidence is both a duty and 
pleaſure, to which you are entitled 
from me. That might poſſibly have 
atoned for the particulars of a con- 
duct, which delicacy withheld from 
your enquiry, but which for ſome time 
paſt muſt have appeared myſterious, 


e Gf the relation we ſtand to each 
other, you have the moſt decided 
claims to my reſpect. But affection 
and gratitude bind me to you by far 
ſtronger ties. I have felt every pain 
which my reſerve has coſt you, and 
aà thouſand times has my confeſſion 
been expreſſed by my looks, to which 
language has denied utterance, The 

| firſt 
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frſt word you ſpoke upon the ſubject, 
I determined on as the criſis of my 
fate. Yes, my friend, on you, and 
you alone, my happineſs ſhall ulti- 
mately depend. Without prejudice to 
ihnocence, have I, in ſilence, cheriſhed 
the fondeſt affection, and have : ſuffered 
violence to my natural diſpoſition, with- 
out a reaſon to offer in my excuſe. 


From your ſentence I had not any 
thing to dread, and the ſimplicity of 
my intention acquitted me to my own 
heart. Secreſy has been my only fault. 
But there are truths which we can 
ſcarcely dare acknowledge even to ours 
ſelves. The conflict in my mind, be- 
tween friendſhip and affection, deprived 
me of judging of the merits of either. 
Leſs than victory could not have atoned 
for the perils J encountered ; and tho” 
I aſpired to conqueſt, the deſerts of 

| A tri 
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a triumph were left to Hortenſia's 
decree. 


The reſtrictions of which you apprize 
me, as precluding from the duties of 
humanity, contain a. forcible argument, 
for the reſumption of my paternal inhe- 
ritance; and when the influence of your 
advice entitled you to my impartial ſen- 
timents, your delicacy withholds you 
from extorting it. The merit of an ex- 
planation you would wiſh to aſcribe 
ro a voluntary confeſſion. But long, 
too long, has that duty been forfeited. 
The language of the foul wants not 
words to interpret its ideas. You 
have read every thought 'of this trem- 
bling boſom, without putting me to the 
pain of obſervation. © You never re- 
ſtrained my ſentiments, by an enquir- 
ing look, and you permitted the de- 
lightful and reciptocal enjoyment of 

unſpotted 
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unſpotted friendſhip. This inſtance of 


your confidence has never been abuſed. 


Yes, my deareſt aunt, the Count de 
Breville is the object of my. moſt ar- 
dent affection, and a friendſhip which 
knows no limits, To render myſelf 
worthy a mutual tendrneſs has long 
been my fondeſt hope. His virtues 
firſt gave birth to that eſteem, I thought 
ſo juſtly his due; and though a more 
powerful emotion imperceptibly ſtole 
upon 'my heart, I truſt that by you 
alone its influence has been perceived. 
From no one inflance in his conduct 
have I cauſe to impute to it any other 
motive than what has been inſpired by 
friendſhip folely. His manners are free 
and unreſtrained. He has no motive he 
ſeems fearful to diſcover, conſequently 
Has no occaſion for diſguiſe. His dif- 
poſition, naturally lively, has evidently 

fuffered ſome impreſſions, from the Pe- 
< culiar 
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culiar treatment of his father. When 
we are tete d tete, he is leſs communica- 
tive than at other times. Such are the 
obſervations I have made. Then what 
am I to think? If, in the ardor of en- 
quiring ſolicitude, he has expreſſed 
more ſenſibility than uſual, it has been 
excited rather from a remote concur- 
rence of circumſtances, than from any 
particular cauſe, Heaven lent him to 
me as a friend to ſooth the anguiſh of 
filial ſorrow; but a nearer conexion— 
no dare not believe poſſible : though 

his birth and fortune are equal with 
my own, his merits raiſe him far above 
either. As I diſcovered no ſentiment 
in my mind but thoſe of the ſtricteſt 
honour, without reſerve, l enjoyed this de- 
lightful intimacy; and if I have exceeded 
the bounds which prudence ſhould have 
preſcribed, to her alone muſt I return, 
Time can never render him leſs the object 
13 of 
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a of my warmeſt eſteem. But if 1 have 
F indulged a wiſh beyond that, I will 
from this moment relinquiſh all future 
4 3 hope, and in the boſom of maternal 
: 5 tenderneſs ſeek for that peace, which 
] her ſoothing power can alone beſtow, 
But never can my heart acknowledge 
5 any other attachment. 

= 

) 5 55 

= 

1 1 

« 

t 7 

* i 

d : LET. 
E N 

% i 

t 

f : 


SEMPRONTA. 


LETTER XVI. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE». 


I Have ſeen Alphonſo. But he 1s 
abſorbed by a melancholy which ſeems 
to overpower his reaſon. He attempted 
to be cheerful; but ſtifled groans re- 
preſſed his efforts, For ſome moments 
he ſat, with his eyes riyetted to the 
ground, uttering to himſelf ſome half- 
broken ſentences. But his heart, ra- 
ther than his lips, ſpoke. So uncon- 


— — - - 


ſeemed 


T4 
* 
2 
. 
Be 


er 


2 2 * 


* * 
1 af IS 
„ 


SEMPRONIA. 68 


ſeemed. not to know a ſecond perſon 
was preſent; then ſuddenly ſtarting, a 
momentary gleam of vacant hilarity 
broke through his awful countenance, 
and he aſked how you did. I em- 
braced this enquiry, as a ſubject for 
converſation; but ere I could reply 
he relapſed into his former dejection. 
My ſenſes ſeemed to have partaken 
of the delirium, which ſubdued his, 
and- I felt within myſelf not ſo much 
what I ſaw, as what I imagined would 
ſhortly follow—a total annihilation of 
all the human faculties. Every organ 
of reflection had apparently loſt its 
1hfluence, all paſſion had fubſided within 
him, and as a lifeleſs mais he ſeemed 
before me. What to do in this dread- 
ful ſtate, I knew not. To leave him 
was impoſſible: to adminiſter conſo- 
lation as much ſo, For ſome time we 
continued in this ſilent ſtupor; when 

| perceiving 
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perceiving a violent ſtruggle, which 
deprived him almoſt of breath, I was 
hailily endeavouring to procure aſliſt- 
ance, but he checked me by the mo- 
tion of his hand; then lifting up his 
eyes, he ſeemed preparing, as it were, 
to diſengage himſelf from ſome weight 
which overpowered his ſpeech, and at 
length articulated—* it is over,” His 
looks gradually reſumed a tranquil ex- 
preſſion, and I began to have en of 
rendering him a ſervice. 


Convinced his grief was not of a na- 
ture to be ſoothed, reſiſtance I thought 
might produce ſome good effect, I 
knew my pieſence would reſtrain him; 
and poor ſoul he thus furniſhed me 
with arms againſt himſelf. Silence 
was reſumed, but there was no longer 
any thing alarming in it. I watched 


countenance, and by that guide 
was 
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© was directed. When he moved his 


eyes I obſerved it as a ſignal for 


© ſpeech. Some accidental queſtion I 
then put to him; to which he very 
= coherently replied yes or no, as the 
ſubject required. The evening draw- 


ing in, I rung for candles. My old 


8 friend anſwered the ſummons. I told 
him to prepare me a bed. as it was 
20 too late for me to return. Taking up a 
book, which proved to be the original let- 
ters of the famous but unfortunate Lady 


Ruſſel, I ran over ſome few pages to 
myſclf, and then continued aloud, 
halting upon ſome paſſages where the 


© elevation of her ſoul is finely marked 
by a peculiar energy of thought, 


(having endeavoured from the firſt to 
aſſociate my voice to the ſenile.) IL 


: then pauſed, in order that his mind 
might receive the impreſſion. The 
effect rouſed his attention. Proceed, 


ſaid 
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ſaid he. When coming to that part 


where ſhe ſpeaks of the injuſtice and- 


rigour of her fate I have heard enough, 
ſaid he, for the preſent, Ruſſel had a 
great foul. True, Alphonſo. But 
his wife 2;;She more powerfully ſolicits 
our veneration from the exemplary 
piety with which ſhe bore her hard lot. 
From death, ' replied he, there is no ap- 
peal, and ſubmiſſion is but a duty. 
But a very painful one, ſaid I, to con- 
Jugal affection. An union of fo many 
years, endeared by the ardor of a ſtrong 
reciprocal attachment, is a diſſolution 
even to the ſurvivor. Reciprocal at- 
tachment ! exchained he; to what do 
you cos fine that expreſſion, to equality 
of years or diſpoſition? To both, I 
replied: the tender ſuſceptibility of 
youth, and the philoſophyc eee 
of a mature mind, cannot, fail to pro- 
duce that harmony which conſtitutes 

conjugal 
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conjugal felicity. The diſpoſition, which 
undergoes manifold changes from the 
various viciflitudes of life, is thereby 
diſqualified for thoſe enjoyments which 
youth demands, The voice of Nature 
tells us this to purchaſe the experience 
is not neceſſary. 


We have many inſtances, ſaid Al- 
phonſo, which would deſtroy your ar- 
gument. 
and we loſe ſight of thoſe principles 
we contend for. Policy may produce 
ſome few; but on the records of wif- 
dom and Virtue I defy you to find 
me one. 1 mean not to revert to 
early times, where marriage was the 
buſineſs of the ſtate, and the fate of 
kinzdoms depended on the prudence 
of a matrimonial election. But under 
the preſent form of government, trace 


through the connections of private or 


public 


But quit Nature, replied I, 


* * ** 
4 n _ 4 
* * 


— at * 


70 $EMPRONIA; 


public life, and J think you will not 
produce me one to confirm your opi- 
nion. Infidelity and diſcord are too 
often the conſequences of thoſe ill. 
matched pairs; and if the parties are 
reſtrained from open rupture, a con- 
ſtant regret and indifference are ſure 
to exiſt, The very ſentiments which 
ſuch a contract excites, impoſe a re- 
ſtraint, which muſt eſtrange the heart 
from its moſt pleaſing emotions. Be- 
lieve me, there are more ſacrifices 
made than free-will offerings at the 
altar of Hymen, and his roſes have 
long been faded by the blood of thoſe 
innocent victims which have been ſhed 
upon them. 


Has duty no claims to fulfil, ſaid 
he? So many, I replied, has the law 
of neceſſity impoſed, that we need not 
add to them by our own caprice and 

autho- 
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authority. To arrogate to ourſelves a 
power ſo dangerous, would prove de- 
ſtructive of every moral virtue. It 
would burthen Nature beyond her 
ſtrength, and wholly take away that 
confidence on Which the economy of 
our ſyſtem depends. How many bene- 
volent deeds would loſe their effett, 
if duty alone preſcribed their limits ? 
Many gentle offices of humanity and 
compaſſion, (which are the voluntary 
effuſions of innate worth,) would be 
received but as a debt, if Providence 
had ordained the exact proportion ? 
But he has left the heart a free and 
diſpenſing power, unreſtrained by any 
law. A ſource of voluntary comfort, 
which flows through theſe hidden 
channels, the eye of ſorrow is alone 
permitted to view. Magnanimity, which 
we all ſo much admire, would be 
ranked but as a duty, were we to 

attempt 
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attempt to level every act of ſuper- 
erogation. The dignity of human 
nature has been too minutely the ob- 
ject of Providence, to deprive it of 
manifeſting its own intrinſic excellence; 
and never yet was there an inſtance 
of deſerved applauſe given to that 
mind which barely performed its duty. 
Jrue merit muſt be the reſult of 
ſomething beyond it. Moral good 
ariſes from the free-agency of man; 
nor can we deduce its origin from a 
higher ſource, You may ſay that the 
duties which religion preſcribes are 
wholly to be inferred from the ſame 
principle, Granted, that the wiſdom 
of the Almighty is ſtrongly marked 
in the ordinance of his decrees, and 
that a due performance is the only 
teſt of our obedience, So far, man 
is left to his own free will, But if 
a maſter impoſes ſuch a taſk upon his 
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gave, and he negleQs to diſcharge it, 
3 0 he knows he is thereby liable to pu- 


* x 


N. 


niſhment; he feels it as a duty which 
neceſſity urges, and in order to avoid 


che ſtripes he may receive, toils thro' 


; the burthen of the day, and the im- 


pulſe of ſelf-preſervation makes him 
patiently ſubmit, But if he exceeds 


: the taſk he is preſcribed, by what 
motive is he then directed ꝰ the honeſt 
and grateful delight of performing a 
voluntary ſervice. 


] perceive, ſaid Alphonſo, you are 


4 for aſcribing the whole buſineſs of life 
to the pride of humility, I aſſured 


him to the contrary: that I contended 


but for the dignity of it. As I relate 


to you the whole converſation, - you 


will expect me to continue ; though it 
is but an ungracious undertaking to 
treat ſo much of egotiſm, The hu- 

Vol. I. E man 
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man foul, ſaid I, is like an extenſive 


country, where we may explore a thov- 


ſand beauties, if we will but cultivate 


a taſte for their enjoyment : nor will 


her elevations appear inſurmountable, © 
but to thoſe who are too indolent to 
aſcend them, Had Sir Iſaac Newton 
been ſtopped by the firſt difficulties 


he encountered, the grand ſyſtem of 


Nature might to this moment have 


remained in obſcurity z and amidft all 


that harmony of created beings, in 
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vain would they have united to ſpeak 


ſeverance will effect every deed of he- | 


roiſm and virtue; for to know our © 


own ſtrength is the only thing need- 
ful, and not to ſuffer it to be en- 


feebled by indulgence, which will Þ 
ſhortly deſtroy the whole ſpring of at- 7 
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Here our ſubje& drew to a cloſe. 
We parted: and with pleaſure I left 
him infinitely more compoſed, than 
from the beginning of the evening 1 
had reaſon to hope. I debated with 
myſelf, as to the propriety of length- 
ening my preſent viſit, and decided 
upon leaving him the next day : for 
I thought it better he ſhould but con- 
jecture the probable cauſe of my ſtay 
the preceding evening, than by a longer 
reſidence put him to the pain of ac- 
This was ſure to 
follow, from that degree of ſenſibility 
which the mind cannot help feeling, 
from the apprehenſion of having be- 
trayed any infirmity which ſhould have 


& degraded it. 


In the morning he was in the very 
I oblerved a tear 


E 2 down 
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down his cheek ; and ſome obſervations 
he made convinced me he had paſſed 
a night leſs diſturbed than the preceding 
one. His own good ſenſe had ſtood 
his friend, As he did not preſs ot 
even aſk me to ſtay, after breakfaſt J 
took my departure, having promiſed 
what he earneſtly defired, that I would 
ſpend a few days with him before ] 
left the country, This ſcene, my Ho- 
noria, has affected me much, and there 
is a contradiction of circumſtances al- 
moſt unintelligible. To ſee a character, 
exalted as his, entirely under the domi- 
nion of ſorrow, a prey to grief, hurts 
me to the ſoul, Ar ſome moments! 
impute his ſituation to difappointed 
paſſion, and Sempronia the object, but 
how can I reconcile ſuch an inconſiſtency 
with the engagements he voluntarily 
entered into? At others I think it 
ariſes from ſelf-remorſe, but of what 

a crime 
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a crime can ſuch a man have been 
guilty? But theſe ſurmizes are ſurely 
unfair. Sempronia's name was not once 
mentioned. This Gleace tends rather 
to confirm my firlt conjecture, Had 
their ſeparation ariſen from any fault 
in her, tendernels to her character 
would have ſuggeſted ſome opportu= 
nity of doing juſtice to her merits, ſo 
that the ſting of ſlander might not 
have aſſuled her, and by exrolling the 
virtues ſhe poſſeſſes, left us no longer 
in doubt of thoſe ſhe had tranſgreſſed. 
But in caſes ſo complex as theſe, it 
is but right to ſuſpend the judgmenr, 
I wiſh my next viſit may enable me 
to give you better information. Dur- 
ing thoſe various turns of ſorrow 
your obſervation, “ that philoſophy has 
its fervours,“ frequently recurred; but 
the ſituation of this unhappy girl s 
infinitely more to be lamented than 
E.3 his, 
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his, He has reſources, which expe- 
rience has not lent to her; and where 
can ſhe be? ſhe has no knowledge of 
any one, Indeed Alphonſo may well 
be afflicted, unleſs this matter will bear 
an open explanation. 


I paid a viſit to Lady Hortenſia a 


few days after your departure. She gave 


me as uſual the moſt friendly reception; 
but alas ! you were not there. Scarcely 
could I ſuppoſe myſelf under the ſame 
roof. From room to room I wandered, 
without knowing whither my ſteps led 
me, in the vain hope of finding you 
ſomewhere; but what did not fortune 
throw in my way ? It is now in my poſ- 
ſeſſion; my lips paid it the firſt homage. 
My eyes were then rivetted to that bloom- 
ing roſe yuur graceful hand had planted, 
How did I long to pluck it. 


« I gaz'd, 


*; 
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conclude, 
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« Then ſinging as the Muſe inſpired, 
« How happy ſhould I prove, 

« Might I ſupply that envy'd place 
« With never-fading” —friendſhip, 


No, that would deſtroy the har- 
mony. Tell me, my Honoria, how to 


NE BREVILLE, 


w—_ 2 — „ 2 DEL, ** x 


10 SR MYRO NIA. 3 


LETTER XVII. | 


* 


MARCHION ESS DE GRAVELINZ 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE» 


Your philoſopher is indeed a 
moſt humiliating picture. I ſhould 
have ſuppoſed him Marc Anthony ra- 
ther than Alphonſo. But Cato—the 
brave, the wile, the heroic Cato, bat- 
fled by Cupid? A noble, auſpicious 
victory indeed! Deſerve compaſſion ? 
Acteon's fate would be far too mild 
unleſs the agonizing ſtings of conſci- 
ence were the hounds which devoured 
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him, To torture the tender boſom 


of unſuſpecting innocence, to betray 


every law of hoſpitality and protec- 
tion, to ſuffer youth and beauty to 
be expoſed to tyranny and inſult; and 
under the garb of paternal affection, 
want = to deſtroy the peace and 
harmony of filial virtue ! O! Breville, 


could diſcernment ſuch as your's be 


ſo warped as to confound the moſt 


& exalted paſſion with the depravity of 
licentious freedom? If ſuch are the 
® morals of a philolophic mind, defend 
me from the poſſeſſion. 


To ſuſpend judgment where but 
the fainteſt ſhadow of doubt remains, 
is a juſtice never to be denied; but to 
compaſſionate guilt under circumſtances 
ſo notorious as theſe, would be a vio- 
lation of that mercy which a whole 


& Ute of repentance could barely obtain. 
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In the very queſtions he made he be« 
trayed himſelf, Conſult your reaſon, 
and then tell me where is the dit- 
ference between an injury intended, and 
the commiſſion of it? If virtue depends 
upon opportunity, it is not worth a 
guard; and the danger he foreſaw, 
though he were on its very brink, gave 
time for retreat. Deliberate guilt is 
an infallible mark of depravity; and 
in moſt caſes it is better to ſuſpect 
our ſtrength than to truſt it too far. 
An honourable retreat is a higher in- 
ſtance of true courage than a victory 
ungratefully won; nor can I ſuppoſe 
that tranſcendent virtue which braves 
danger for the glory of conqueſt. If 
this perſecuted child is on earth to be 
found, from every future evil will 1 
defend her, I ſhall therefore return 
immediately; and with you and my 

aunt 
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aunt conſult upon thoſe meaſures which 
ſhall beſt effect my wiſhes. 


As to your muſe, I have little to 
offer. Her ſhrine muſt not be pro- 
phaned by an unworthy offering. Friend- 
ſhip is to pure to e rejected. An 
eaſy tranſpoſition will anſwer that, par 
example. 


Could I with never fading friendſhip form, Kc. 


In a few days you may expect me at 
St, Claire, Till then adieu! 


DE GRAVELINE., 


v2 CEMPRONTYA 


LETTER XVIII. 


COLONEL BELMONT 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE. 


Your laſt letter, my dear Breville, 
has explained the riddle. To tell you 
the truth | have long made the at- 
tempt, but was too dull to expect 
ſucceſs. For your ingenuity I give 
you credit; and as much as it was 
beyond my comprehenſion, it would 
be too humble in me not to allow it 
every juſtice, Well do I remember 


the blooming and graceful attractions 
of 
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of the lady in queſtion, but little ſuſ- 
pected her to be the happy woman. 
Frequently had I the honour of ſeeing 
her during my reſidence in Italy, and 
will now frankly acknowledge, was not 
a little conſcious of that indifference 
ſhe ſhewed me. But I conſidered her 
as the Medician Venus; too much the 
adoration of the gods to admit of 
fuch a votary as Belmont; but theſe 
reflections are now no more. That her 
merits will be rewarded by worth like 
your's, is the fervent wiſh of my ſoul. 
To delicacy I readily attribute your 
filence; for believe me I honour the 
ſex too highly to think any caution 
improper with the ſentiments you pro- 
feſs. Though I cannot doubt but the 
union of ſouls formed for each other 
depends wholly upon yourſelf, yet am 
I perſuaded that your diffidence will 
make this matter a very ſerious point 
to 
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to accompliſh. How often have I told 
you that the merit of your worth will 
ever exceed your opinion of it? and 
by heavens I think I ſhould offer my- 
ſelf as aid de camp, had I not a 
harder ſervice to perform. But from the 
arms of an affectionate wife, from the 
pureft tranſports of enraptured love, 
am 1 forced away, O Breville, what 
a pang will this colt me? I am ſum- 
moned to join my army in F—, 
nor am likcly to quit it till it goes 
into winter quarters. The duty I owe 
to my Sovereign, I feel, I truſt, as 
warmly as any man living; but at 
ſuch a moment as this how vain 1s 
every object, when put in competition 
with what I now enjoy, Julia is diſ- 
conſolate at the thoughts of our ſe- 
paration, and fondly urges me to ſo- 
licit abſence, That is impoſſible, On 
Tueſday is fixed for my departure; 

and 
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and as her grief can receive no con- 
ſolation but what friendſhip ſhall ad- 
miniſter, may I conjure you to devote 
ſome moments to that generous office, 
To receive any of her own family I 
cannot prevail with her. From your 
attachment to me ſhe flatters herſelf 
with a compliance to this requeſt, 
Your anſwer there is not time to re- 
ceive, but it will be beſt given in 
perſon at Belmont. 

BELMONT« 


LE T. 
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LETTER XIX. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Har ville Gr . 


Tur united and preſſing entrea- 
ties of this amiable family kept me 
two days longer than I intended. 
They wiſhed me to accompany them 
in an excurſion they propoſed making 
through the romantic country of B . 
As I could not with a good grace 
decline their invitation, in a few mi- 
nutes we were en carroſſe, We traced 
che 
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the delightful ſcenes this ſpot ſo emi- 
nently abounds with, which poſſeſſes 
beauties beyond the wantonnęſs of ima- 
gination to have conceived, Moun- 
tains which are loſt by the clouds, 
which fall over them; rocks whoſe 
ſummit the eye can barely reach, 
many of which were cloathed with 
the moſt lively verdure as far as the 
ſight could extend. As you gradually 
returned from thoſe terrific but mags» 
nificent objects, ſimplicity, a far more 
faſcinating (charm, preſented itſelf, 
Fields, ripe for harveſt; ſheep, grazing 
on the molt bountiful paſtures; val- 
lies, which ſeemed watered from ſprings 
of chryſtal; rural cots, peeping thro? 
the broad leaved oak, A more diverſi- 
fied landicape Eden itſelf could not have 
produced. Many a tree of knowledge 
ſeemed to grow ſpontaneous (if you 
will allow the word) in this prolific 

| ſoil, 
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ſoil; nor were her faireſt fruits for- 
bidden. The canopy of heaven ſeemed 
raiſed as it were to inſpire the ſoul 
with thoſe emotions of ſeraphic praiſe 
due to the Author of this wonderful 
creation, In thought I approached the 
#therial region, and was loſt in the 
magnitude of ſpace, nor could help ex- 


claiming in the language of the Divine 
Bard, 


Theſe are thy glorious works, parent of, &c; 


The air of this elevated ſpot gave 
freſh animation to the vital powers, 
Like an electric. impulſe it vibrated my 
whole frame. After contemplating all 
thoſe beauties which ſurrounded us, 
we were deicending to the plain, when 
vpon the declivity of one point of a 
rock we diſcovered diſtant cottages, 
emboſomed in lofty woods; many of 
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which, by the umbrage they afforded, 
ſeemed to invite the weary traveller 
to repoſe. The day being warm, we 
got into the carriage, and viſited many 


of the peaceful inhabitants of this new 
World. The ſimplicity of their man- 
ners might have been compared with 
what we read of the golden age, but 


the more rational idea of patriarchal 


| virtue here prevailed. No ſooner did 
we enter the hoſpitable roof, but the 


board was immediately covered with 


the produce of their own labour; and 
that air of neatneſs which ſeemed their 


daily comfort, gave an additional re- 


Þ liſh to the feaſt; and beſt rewarded 


were their generous hearts by the rea- 
dineſs with which we accepted their 
repaſt. We gratefully indulged in theſe 


delicious offerings, and on parting 


tended our tribute of acknowledge- 
ment, This they declined with a mix- 
ture 
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ture of ſenſibility and reſpect. No, 
Madam, ſaid the elderly matron who 
firſt received us, deprive us not of 
owing to you the plealure f ſo great 
an obligation. The thought was too 
expreſhve to allow of our repeating 
the offer; and we were preparing to 
take leave of our venerable hotteſs, 
when D accidentally « blerved a female 
figure glancing quickly by as it to 
eſcape not ce. Curioſity being the firſt 
impreſſion we felt on an appearance 
ſo unuſual in a dwelling ſuch as this, 
(for by the gracefulneſs of her mo- 
tion was I inſtantly perſuaded ſhe could 
not be its natural 1 habitant,) Lady 
FH enquired who ſhe was, The 
honeſt matron was filent a few mo- 
ments, as if preparing for a reply 
winout doing violence to truth or 
betraying her fidelity, It is a perſon, 

ſaid 
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ſaid ſhe, who is here for the air of 
this place, but wiſhes to be retired, 
She is then out of health? may we 
not be permitted to ſce her? She 
ſaid ſhe would go and enquire. On 
her return ſhe expreſſed the acknow- 
ledgments of her gueſt, but ſaid her 
health was too good to put our kind- 
neſs to any trouble. From the turn 
of her anſwer you may ſuppoſe curiofity 
was not repreſſed; but apprehenfive 
there might be reaſons for avoiding 
the obſervation of ſtrangers, ſaid no 
more; then adding to thanks our beſt 
wiſhes for her gueſt, departed, 


An idea ſtruck me that it was not 
improbable but that Providence had 
directed our ſteps to the alylum of 
my dear Sempronia z and animated by 
the hopes of finding it realized, on 
the following day 1 determined on 

repeating 
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repeating my viſit. To Lady H 
I had communicated her ſtory as far 
as I was able, omitting the particulars 
of Alphonſo. She very warmly ſe— 
conded my. ptopoſal ; and prompted by 
her .natural benevolence and warmth 


of heart, inſiſted on bringing her to 
Harville, ſhould ſhe prove the object 


in queſtion. I expreſſed my acknow- 


ledgements for this humane propoſal; 
aſſuring her that nothing could make 
me ſo happy as to fee this amiable 
ſufferer relieved from her diſtreſs, and 
from that impending ruin to which 
The muſt fall a prey; that the weight 
of her protection would be the moſt 
likely. means to prevent the latter; and 
her compaſſion, to reſtore that peace 
of mind to which 1 feared ſhe fo long 
had been a ſtranger. 


As the gentlemen were not preſent 
- when 


e 3 


I 
Tr ne REO BR * 


„ 


ee 3 


SEMPRONUTA, 99 


when the incognita had paſſed, we, 
for the preſent, thought it more pru- 
deat to conceal the whole from their 
knowledge; the Earl not having been 
apprized even of her name., 


The next morning we were pre- 
pared ; telling them that Lady H=—- 
and myſelf propoſed another flight to 
the mountains; but that to take our 
revenge for their want of gallantry in 
leaving us to ſcramble the rocks alone, 
this party would be rete à rete. To 
their apologies and future promiſes we 
remained deaf as the adder z got inſtantly 


into our carriage and departed. 


By noon we arrived, as we took 
the ſhort road under the rocks. Our 
hoſpitable friend welcomed our return, 
We frankly told her that her gueſt 


was the immediate object of our pre- 


lent 
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ſent viſit. She expreſſed her orders of = 
non-admittance. To this, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 1 
had given her promiſe, and was bound 
to fulfil it. We aſſured her that it was 
far from our thoughts to attempt to 


prevail with her to break it; but would 1 
ſhe inform us if the young perſon had | A 
been long with her, and by whom [8 
brought? To neither of theſe queſ- WW 
tions, ſhe ſaid, could ſhe reply; that BE 
ſhe had the pleaſure of aſſuring us-ſhe | r. 
was a charming young creature, and N 52 
appeared too good to be a prey to | for 
ſorrow. Lady H aſked if ſhe : 700 
would preſent a note? To this ſhe = 
nee | imp 
conſented if one of us would write it. 1 you 
Pardon, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I mean no | — 
diſreſpect; but you will do me the : 5 
favour to let me fetch you pen and : 


paper? Moſt readily; nor ſhall the 
confidence repoſed in you, nor your 
Integrity in the diſcharge, yet ſubject 
8 52 you 
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you to any other, than our praiſe. ] 
writ as follows : 


«© Madam, 


&« Chance bringing us yeſterday 
to this retreat, when we ſaw paſs, 
a perſon who by her appearance could 
not be its natural inhabuant, we 
enquired of your faithful hoſteſs who 
you were? to which queſtion ſhe gave 
no other reply than—“ a perſon who 
was come for the benefit of the air, 
and wiſhed to be retired.” This in- 
formation excited our deſire to ſee 
you, which you politely declined, But 
impreſſed by the hopes of rendering 
you ſome ſervice, in a dwelling fo re- 
mote from all ſocial communication, 
we ſeized the firſt moment to ſignify 
dur wiſhes. The favour of an ad- 
mittance, if it will not infringe on 
your time, will much oblige 


5 | The Marchioneſs de Graveline. 
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_  « Your hoſteſs had too juſt a ſenſe 
of fidelity to permit any other than 
this mode of addreſs.” 


Our faithful meſſenger, after ſome 
ſtay, returned; but the agitation of her 
mind was ſo great, that with difficulty 
could ſhe utter the few words—* Ma- 
dam, I will conduct you.“ I fol- 
lowed her up a few ſteps; when 
pointing to a door, ſhe turned back, 
As ſoon as ſhe was out of hearing, 
I gave a gentle knock. The door 
was inſtantly opened, and who did ! 
behold but this lovely innocent, whoſe 
faultering ſteps had previouſly con- 
firmed my conjectures. 


With, eagerneſs J preſſed her to my 
boſom; but the conflict ſhe had un- 
dergone had exhauſted her, and ſhe 
funk lifeleſs into my arms, Terrified 
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at this ſpectacle, I ſhould, regardleſs 
of a diſcovery, have called for imme- 
diate aſſiſtance, but the power of ſpeech 
was not left me. By degrees ſhe re- 
vived, and caſting a tender look as 
ſhe clung ſtill cloſer to my boſom, 
burſt into tears. I did not attempt 
to check them, as it was a relief 
which Nature had Kindly ſent. In a 


ſhort time ſhe became compoſed. The 


effuſions of her gratitude could be 
equalled only by the dignity of her 
forrow. It is impoſſible to behold this 
lovely woman, without feeling the 
ſtrongeſt ſentiments of reſpect and com- 
paſſion, Her languor had given addi- 
tional ſoftneſs to her fine eyes, her 
air, and figure ſtill preſerved their 
former attraction, and were rendered 
more captivating by the ſimple and 
graceful negligence of her diſhabille. 
I addreſſed her in the gentleſt accents 
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to which I could give utterance, and 
ſolicited her with all the fervour I was 
able, to return with me to Harville, 
impoſing a ſilence upon every thing 
which ſhould relate to paſt misfortunes, 


For a few moments ſhe heſitated. 
This I conſtrued as a favourable omen; 
but ſhe replied—You muſt excuſe me, 
It is impoſſible. Why impoſſible, my 
Sempronia, ſaid I? you are not re- 
ſtrained from writing to me; conſe- 
quently your reſidence with me mult 
be the ſame thing? Tou impoſe a 
rigor upon that heart already burthened 
much too heavily. Certainly, ſaid ſhe, 
1 have not received a prohibition of 
any kind, I am to act entirely as I 
ſhall wiſh. Her accents were ſo fre- 
quently interrupted by deep-fetched 
ſighs, that my ſoul melted within me. 
I aſſured her that to leave her alone, 
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in a ſolitary ſituation, a prey to grief, 
and in that feeble ſtate, which ren- 
dered her every hour leſs able to bear 
the weight that oppreſſed her, was a 
reflection to which 1 could not yield. 
Will you then let me remain with 
you? willingly, my dear Sempronia , 
faid ) Shall 1 do this, till you can 
prevail with yourſelf to grant my re- 
queſt; 


This idea again overpowered her; 
and expreſſing too much ſenſibility for 
ſo trifling a ſervice, burſt into a vio» 


| lent flood of tears, For the preſent, 


ſaid the patient mourner, it is good 
for me to be alone, In a few days 1 
will write to you. But I repeated my 
propoſal, and then endeavoured ta 


exact her ſolemn promiſe of accom» 


panying me to Saint Claire, on the 
Tueſday following, But aſſure me, 
F 3 faid 


faid I, in the firſt inſtance, that Bere 
you are free from perſecution, nor 
likely to be expoſed to any future 
unk indneſs. Perſecution ! repeated ſhe, 
when a deep bluſh ſpread as a vail 
over thoſe lovely features, never have 
I been expoſed to one ungentle re- 
proof; no, never. Such was my con- 
jecture, my dear, for I never heard 
that it was ſo, My anxiety for you 
alarmed my fears. She warmly preſſed 
my hand, and repeated — never one 
ungentle expreſſion. 


I continued with the dear recluſe 
till I began to perceive the evening 
drawing in; nor till that inſtant had I 
once thought of my friend. I will 
make my excuſes to her, ſaid I. Whom 
do you mean? ſaid Sempronia ? The 
Counteſs of Harville. She expreſſed 
concern I had not acquainted her 
a ſooner j 
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ſooner; but I ſoon relieved her from 
the idea of any perſonal inattention, 
by, convincing her the preſence of a 
third perſon, benevolent and amüble 
as my friend, could not upon ſuch 
an occaſion, with propriety, have been 
admitted. But as I ſhall certainly fee 
you again on the morrow, if ſoch a 
viſitor will rot then be too much for 
you, ſhe ſhall have the pleaſure of 
being introduced, 


To my judgment, ſhe replied, that 
point ſhould be ſubmitted ; but the 
honour ſhe could not merit, and as a 
kindnels ſhe had no right to expect it. 
You merit every honour, my dear, 
ſaid I; but trifles of this kind deſerve 
not that diſtinction. I muſt not have 
you undervalue yourſelf, nor give way 
to a diſeſteem infinitely more dangerous 
than you are aware of, You have 

: F 4 known 
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known too well how to reſpect your- 
ſelf, not to have entitled you to the 
reſpect of others. We affectionately 
took leave. This interview has greatly 
relieved my mind, and I am more 
favourably diſpoſed towards Alphonſo, 


How does this excellent creature 
riſe in my eſteem! Her virtues and 
ſufferings deſerve ſurely a better fate. 
There is a dignity about her which 
ſpeaks her of high birth, and nature 
cannot be ſo concealed but that by 
ſome means or other ſhe will aſſert 
her own rights, Her mode of edu- 
cation has been fimple : the beſt adapted 
to a noble ſpirit. She is wholly free 
from affectation. Her language ele- 
gant, her manners chaſte, but refined. 
Nor am I ſurprized you ſhould have 


been particularly obſervant of the lat- 


ter, for they certainly claim a very 
diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhed attention. When I ac- 
quainted Lady H——— with Sempro- 
nia's anſwer, ſhe was of opinion that 
her viſit might impoſe ſome reſtraint, 
and ſaid ſhe would forego that plea- 
ſure till it could be allowed with more 
eaſe to my friend, 


On my return to Harville I found 
your letter; but as the poſt 1s going 
off inſtantly, I have not leiſure to 
read it, leſt I ſhould loſe the time for 
aſſuring you of my thanks for your 
friendly attention, &c, &c. 


DE GRAVELINE, 
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by LETTER XX. 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE CRAVELINE., 


DUFFER me not to be leſſened 
in your eſteem by this inſtance of ir- 
reſolution, nor ſuppoſe me inſenſible to 
your benevolent tenderneſs by requeſt- 
ing you to poſtpone your friendly vi- 
fit to Thurſday. No, my dear Ma- 
dam, it 1s with the flattering hope of 
rendering myſelf leſs unworthy a mind 
ſuch as yours, that I withhold from 
ſorrow, that conſolation you ſo gene- 

| rouſly 
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fouſly' propoſe. But Honovr forbids 
the acceptance until you ſhall be in- 
formed who is that perſon on whom 
__ e is to be conferred. 


1 har 1 am an en is all that 
1 can - learn. To whom I owe my 
birth, is a fecret I long have hoped 
to diſcover, But how to obtain the 
intelligence I know not, as the only 
perfor to whom 1 could apply, is 
unable to ſatisfy my enquiry, Ho- 
Hourable,' it cannot be, as ſecreſy 
would not in that caſe have been ne- 
$eMry ; and as the offspring of diſ- 
grace, I am not à fit gueſt for the 
Marchioneſs de Graveline. If, from 


poverty, the bleſſings of parental af- 


fection were repreſſed, the humility 
of that condition I ſhould not 'bluſh 


to own, -It' would allow me to em- 


"brace; your benevolence, though not the 
honour 
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honour of your protection; and, as 
Providence has ſo diſpoſed the differ- 
ent orders of mankind, that by a due 
ſubordination the virtues of exalted 
worth may be beſt fulfilled, let me 
not treſpaſs on his wiſe decree, nor 
forfeit my rank in the number of thoſe 


objects on whom your influence is ſo 
bountifully diſpenſed. 


To regulate my future life by your 
maxims, is an advantage I could not 
forego, and the kindneſs you ſo con- 
deſcendingly have offered will, I am 
perſuaded, be beſt repaid in proportion 
to the happineſs I ſhall receive from 
it. Acknowledging you as the guide 
of my actions, is tracing that goodneſs 
to its higheſt ſource. I thereby draw 
from an inexhauſtible ſpring, whoſe 
current flows with a gentle but com- 
manding force, and while its prolific 

virtues 
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virtues fertilize the elevated mount, 
leave not the humble valley neglected. 


I will no longer, my dear Madam, 
infringe on your attention, nor attempt 
an apology for that my conſcience 
approves. It has poſſibly coſt me ſome 
efforts; but . a ſacrifice is at beſt but 
painful duty; the purity of this, will 
entitle it, I truſt, to a friendly recep- 
tion from 


Your grateful, 


SEMPRONIA; 
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your ſentiments endear you 
to my heart, and entitle you to a 
reſpect never before conferred on years 
ſo few in number as yours. Had I 
not from my own obſervation expe- 
rienced the full eſtimation of your tranſ- 
cendent virtues, my incredulity would 
have robbed you of many. You hourly 
ſurpaſs every former example, and yet 

are 
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are always the ſame; you riſe, not by 


a gradual aſcent, but unconſcious of 


your influence, ſuddenly burſt forth 
in full majeſty and ſplendour, and daz- 
zle every eye which attempts to raile- 
| itſelf towards you. 


How to anſwer you I know not; 
your pathetic eloquence diſplays ſuch 
a fund of thought and reflection that 
to hope to refute an orator ſo ably 
prepared for defence, would be a pre- 
ſumptuous undertaking; but am not L 
reduced to this expedient as the only 
one left me? Plain reaſon is all the 
weapon I have to uſe, and that, 1 
fear, will not convince you of my ſkill, 
The queſtion is, in what conſiſts that 
anferiority which diſtinguiſhes the dif- 
ferent ranks of mankind? Not in ſta» 
tion, as there is no one in itlelf de- 
grading. Was there any prefixed diſ- 

grace 
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grace to a particular mode of life, 
ſenſe, intereſt; or virtue, would bid to 
ſhun it; if neither of theſe motives 


prevailed, innate depravity muſt impel 


the man who ſhould make ſuch a one 
his choice; if an involuntary act, ef- 
fected by compulſion or authority, 
to his own efforts would he be in- 
debted for rendering it reſpeCable ? 
But as I cannot admit any one 
ſtation, which Providence ſhall have 
ordained as the means of ſupport, to 
be in itſelf diſhonourable, my fore- 
going obſervation is refuted, In my 
opinion, the difference is to be con- 
fined but to the manner in which its 
reſpective duties are fulfilled, My 
amiable Sempronia muſt employ her 
pen upon a better theme, A know- 
| ledge of the world may take away from 
that graceful fimplicity which now 
adorns it, but it will ſubſtitute at leaſt 


ſome 
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ſome principles which ſhall better ac- 
cord with the real condition of life; 
It will teach that inequality conſiſts 
ſolely in education and character. In 
whatever ſituation a woman may be 
placed, (for we muſt not loſe ſight of 
our primary object) her virtues will 
render it reſpectable, Birth, as it de- 
pends upon chance, cannot reflect any 
immediate honour upon the poſſeſſor; 
and as a relative conſideration can 
have no other than perſonal claims: 
they maintain their influence in ſociety 
by the advantages they confer, and 
thereby keep up that ſubordination 
you ſpeak of. But to reply to the 
point we ſet out from. Were I to 
offer my protection to a perſon of mean 
and low education, (allowing her prin- 
ciples to be good) I could not ſerve 
her by putting her out of that ſtation 
for which ſhe alone was qualified, and 

raiſing 
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raiſing her to one ſhe had not ability 
to fulgl. In that caſe I may be ſaid 
to derogate from nobility. ' But were 
I to ſuffer a woman of liberal prin- 
ciples, refined manners, poſſeſſing a 
mind highly cultivated, to want that 
Protection I now offer you, from what 
ſhould I then derogate but virtue? a 
far greater diſhonour I ſhould think, 
and the only diſtinction I can poſſibly 
make, 

But to come to a ſubject leſs. ideal, 
let us now conſider your real and per- 
ſonal honour. As you are but little 
acquainted with life, I muſt tell you, 
my dear Sempronia, that a young 
fingle woman cannot live under her 
own protection. It would be conſidered 
as diſgraceful, as ſuch a reſidence could 
not be in itſelf reſponſible. It would 
8 her from the advantages of 


| virtuous 
* 


% ²˙ . ß oth nt a oa 


$EMPRONIA, 1173 


virtuous and polite ſocietyj. When I 
ſay it is not reſponſible, 1 confine 
myſelf wholly to this idea, that it de- 
prives her of accounting for her own 
conduct: ſhe may be prudent, and 
from her independence doubly circum- 
ſpet; but her word would be the 
only teſtimony to prove the fact—a 
corroborating witneſs would be want- 
ing to give it weight; and however 
guarded her manners might be, ſhe 
would be more than commonly lucky 
were they to ſecure her from fſuſpt« 
cion, The greater her merit the 
more would they diſpoſe to jealouſy 
or ſome other unworthy prejudice, for 


« Envy will merit as its ſhade purſue.” 


And though the metaphor is juſtly 
applicable here, it is a doubt to me 
if the ſubſtance would be acknowledged. 
| Tous 
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Your perſunal endowments are too 
many to ſuppoſe it poſſible they could 
elude the eye of the beholder; they 
alone would prove as the ſnare to your 
innocencez and from your total 1g- 
norance reſpecting your real ſituation, 
that very circumſtance would be ſure 
to expoſe you to inſult—an aggrava- 
tion doubly acute, as you could not 
retort it by filence, the contempt it 
always deſerves, Vindication would 
therefore become neceſſary in your own 
Juſtification ; and what could you offer? 
Not a word but would involve you in 
yet greater difficulties, and confirm 
rather than leſſen ſuſpicion, In moſt 
caſes a good conduct carries its beſt 
refutation; and the pleaſures of an 
approving conſcience its reward z but 
that heroic virtue, which defies public 
opinion, muſt be confined ſolely to the 
other ſex, In a woman, appearances 

muſt 
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muſt be obſerved. Suppoſing the world 
would give you credit for your inten- 
tions, could you be fatisfied by an 
opinion held upon a truſt fo very in- 
ſecure, and on a matter of ſo much 
importance? Impoſſible. Falſe mo- 
deſty, and the fear of cenſure, lead, 
it has been allowed, into more bad 
actions than good ones. You have not 
the former to encounter, but the latter 
you could not repel, Exert then your 
good ſenſe, and convince me your 


ſcruples are done away. Indeed, my | 


dear, they are too futile for a ſerious 
diſcuſſion; but as the habits and opi- 
nions of life were unknown ta you, 
as the duty of friendſhip I conſidered 


it to enter fully upon the ſubject. 
Erroneous opinions have a claim to 


attention when founded upon the ſim- 
plicity of an inexperienced mind; but 
to continue in them, under the force 

of 
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of conviction, argues a pride (to give 
it the mildeſt term) to which we do 


not eaſily yield. In you ſuch a paſſion 
cannot exiſt, 


I ſhall certainly be with you on Sa- 
turday, and once more infold you in 
the arms of affectionate friendſhip, where 
you ſhall be guarded not only from 
the breath of ſlander, but be ſupported 
by the joint teſtimony of your own 
heart and the approving evidence of 
Lady Hortenſia Sanſerre. 


I thank you for your graceful com- 
pliment; but 1 hope to have proved 
that the pleaſures of the imagination 
are of too ſportive a nature to confide 
to ſuch an object as the underſtanding. 
Remember the fate of Arethuſa who 
fled from the protection of Alpheus. 
Though 1 am no perſecuting lover, 
yet 


1 
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yet it is ſo decreed that the waters of 
friendſhip will find their level, and our 
union, like theirs, mult take place in 
ſpite of all your attempts to ſhun me, 
Adieu till Saturday, I with it nearer, 


DE GRAVELINEx,: 


LETTER XXII. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE CRAVELINE 


Forctve; but once in your life 
you have given me cauſe to reproach 
you, a hope not for mercy. It is 

no 
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no ſmall triumph to us humble ſpirits, 
to ſee the mighty fallen; to exult 
is the privilege we feel ſome pride in 
diſplaying. 


Where was all your clemency, or 
even juſtice, when you pronounced fo 
weighty a ſentence? Alphonſo ſurely 
could not have deſerved it. He ſtands 
innocent till conviction, or at leaſt till 
evidence ſhall prove him otherwiſe. I 
have had a long converſation with him, 
and his mind has recovered its natural 
ſpring. If he has committed an error, 
by his generous acknowledgement he 
is infinitely greater than if he never 
had fallen. But as the peculiar deli- 
cacy of his feelings, and high prin- 
ciples of rectitude, may have acted too 
powerfully in ſelf-condemnation, it is 
our duty to be particularly cautious in 
forming an opinion upon the evidence 


of 
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of ſo prejudiced a witneſs, or impute 
to guilt what we owe to humility. 
Great virtues are ſeldom inſeparable 
from great failings, with an exception 
to that lady whom I have now the 
honour to addreſs. Strength is proved 
but by equal conteſt, Was the ene- 
my too feeble for reſiſtance, where 
would be the glory of conqueſt? Not 
in {kill sor power, but in the weak- 
neſs or fears of the adverſary. Is one 
faulty deed to be put in competition 
with a virtue of ſixty years ſtanding, 
with a whole life employed in the ſer- 
vice of benevolence and humanity? 
As the warm champion of your ſex, 
the ſudden ſhock you felt at the ſuppoſed 
infringement of hoſpitality, and the be- 
trayer of innocence, do honour to your 
feelings; but amiable as they are, you 
will ſee they are not entirely proof 
againſt the impulſe of prejudice. Had 
r G you 
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you compared them with your heart, 
and admitted judgment to have exerted 
her arbitration, your laſt letter would 
not have been written. You will aſk 
how I mean to ſeparate the effuſions of 
ſenſibility from the warmth of hear: 
which is thought to inſpire them? A very 
quick imagination is rather to be con- 
ſidered as the tranſient glow of ſpirits, 
proceeding from a ſudden emotion, 
than the genial animating power which 
influences the ſpirit of benevolence. 
For once in your life you have ex- 
perienced this effect; and as a magical 
quality have ſeen how it diſtorts the 
true repreſentation of nature. I thought 
it but juſt to eraſe the unfavourable 
impreſſion, as I meant to introduce 
Alphonſo to your eſteem. 


I ſhall not tire you with the con- 
verſation I. mentioned, as it was but 


1 a prelude, 
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a prelude, on his part, to the tale he 
had to unfold; © You ſhall receive it 
in his own words 


About fifteen years ago I was 
travelling through the county of S—y ben 


and it being my cuſtom to viſit thoſe 
retreats of helpleſs innocence which 
the laudahle ſpirit of humanity has 
ſo nobly inſtituted and ſupported in 
that kingdom, 1 ſtopped at an aſylum, 


which is very richly endowed by the 


inhabitants of that neighbourhood, &c. 
and was making ſome enquiries of the 
matron . in reſpect to its regulations, 
&c. During this converſation an infant 
of about two years old was brought 
by its nurſe into the room. The un- 
common lovelineſs of the babe in- 
ſtantly ſtruck me; its engaging looks 
will never be forgotten. The matron 
was haftening to take it, when it ſprang 
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into her arms, clang to her boſom, 


and by the perſuaſive eloquence of. 


imploring innocence, ſcemed at once 
to ſolicit and repay the ſoothing ten- 
derneſs of its protector The neatneſs 
of its covering ſpoke it far different 
from the apparel of theſe humble in- 
habitants, and the expreſſion of its 
countenance, to bear the marks of 
ſuperior birth. This laſt idea having 
taken ſtrong poſſeſſion of my mind, 1 
inſtantly determined on removing it from 
a place which I conceived ſo unequal 
to its deſerts, and. fignified my inten- 
tions to the matron, 'Tis true, ſaid 
ſhe, my darling babe deſerves a better 
dwelling ; but more affection it could 
not find even in the boſom of 1:s own 
parents. It would almoſt break my 
heart to part from it; but for her 
good joyfully ought I yield. Take 
her, Sir; but preſerve her, cheriſh her 
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as your own. I held out my arms 
to receive it; but perceiving the tears 
run down the tender creature's cheek, 
the infant ſeemed ſurprized, and ſunk. 
down upon her bolom. It then raiſed 
its head gently as if to enquire the 
cauſe. The glow which theſe ſudden 
emotions occaſioned, animated its lovely 
features, and a tear that had trickled 
in its eye ſubſiding on its blooming 
cheek, ſcemed as the morning dew 
upon the bluſhing roſe, I will not at- 
tempt to deſcribe ———" 


He pauſed for ſome time. Amia- 
ble being, thought I, what ſuperior en- 
joy ments doſt thou poſſeſs. 


The point agreed,” continued he, 
*© the matron was to provide a nurſe, 
Rut previous to our departure I wiſhed 
to receive ſome information upon the 

G 3 ſubject. 
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ſubject. I will give you, Sir, faid 
ſhe, all that I can. When the infant 
was about a fortnight old, it was brought 
here by a woman, whoſe countenance 
expreſſed much concern at depoſiting 
her treaſure in ſuch a place. She left 
with it twenty pounds; and ſaid—in 
proportion to your care of this truſt, 
vou will be rewarded; in ſix weeks 
vou will hear from me, Six months 
elapſed before I received any further 
information. At that time I had a 
letter, which -contained only theſe 
words—“ You will never hear more 
of me; but do the beſt for the infant 
you can, Her birth is noble, but 
there are reaſons which oblige to ſe- 
ciely,” In accepting your offer, ſaid 
the good woman, I hope 1 am ful- 
filling this deſire, and at the ſame time 
performing the duty I owe my infant. 


But let me requeſt I may occaſionally 
| be 
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he permitted to ſee her. This I pro- 
miſed, upon condition ſhe would never 
betray the trult repoſed in her; nor 
by her tenderneſs ſuffer the child to 
come to a knowledge of her former 
ſituation. The babe and nurſe I brought 
to a cottage within fifty miles of my 
houſe, (I refided at that time in England) 
and leaving them, returned home to 
make preparations for its reception. 
As it is a rule with me never to 
give my ſervants a reaſon for my con- 
duct, what they thought I know not. 
The orders were punctually obeyed; 
for as the mode of attention I meant 
to' pay my little gueſt, I was ſure 
would ſerve beſt as a rule for their's, 
never knew a kindneſs omitted. 


« By your leave we will paſs over 
the mode of her education, as ſuch 
G 4 parti- 
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particulars are intereſting but to the 
party itſelf,” 


But I requeſted to be favoured with 
the whole, a I felt myſelf too much 
a friend to the cauſe to be deprived 
of a fingle ſyllable, 


*« I am aware, continued Alphonſo, 
that I ſhall expoſe myſelf to your re- 
prehenſion ; but this would not impoſe 
a ſilence upon me; I ſhould the rather 
for that very reaſon be explicit; and 
happy ſhould I be if to judgment 
folely you could impute my error in 


the firſt inſtance, for the latter ſpeaks 
for itſelf. 


After every endeayour to obtain a 
knowledge of her real fituation had 
proved unſucceſsful, I thought it pro- 
per to conſider of the mode of educa- 

tion 
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tion I was to purſue. Having care- 
fully obſerved the peculiar character 
and diſpoſitions of Sempronia, (for that 
was the name I received with her) 
I found them ſuſceptible of every good 
impreſſion, Her temper, gentle, her 
manners engaging, which latter neyer 
ſpoke but the feelings of her heart; 
and her perception and obferyations 
were to me ſtrong indications of a 
fuperior underſtanding. As a child, I 
could ſee the ideas of rectitude had 
taken ſome hold of her mind, and her 
remarks carried with them almoſt a 
moral precept.” 


But how, Alphonſo, faid I, were the 
latter acquired? 


« Acquired? ſaid he. Reaſon is the 
gift of nature as well as diſpoſition ; 
and it ſo happened that their impulſe 
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had not received any check: ſhe felt 
no reſtraint, ſhe knew no authority, 
J was her companion, partook of her 
amuſements, accompanied her in her 
walks; and ſetting apart the buſineſs 
of the dreſſing room, ſhe had no other 
perſon to converſe with than myſelf, 
At three years old her nurſe was dil- 
miſſed; at ſix her maid. My reaſon 
for this unuſual conduct was that her 
native temper and . diſpoſition might 
receive no bias. The only injunctions 
Jever impoſed were that ſhe ſhould 
neither be thwarted nor indulged. But 
the period was now come when ſhe 
was to depend wholly on herſelf, that 
prohibition was not requiſite, Her 
dreſs was ſo made that ſhe required 
no aſſiſtance, We had our repaſt toge- 
ther, and I adapted my hours to her's. 
"Till ſhe attained her eighth year, you 
have had the regular hiſtory of her life, 
But 
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But her education, ſaid I. 


« To that ſubject, replied he, have 1 
entirely confined myſelf. Have not her 
diſpoſition and manners been the prin- 
cipal, the ſole objects in view? 'Tis 
true, no verbal jargon had been taught 
her. To ſenſible images had her eye 
been accultomed. The book of nature 
was all ſhe had read. You may laugh 
ſaid he, at what I am going to ob- 
ſerve, but to this child am I indebted 
for the only merit I poſſeſs. Con- 
ſcious of the many failings in my 
own conduct, before I could enter 
upon ſuch a truſt as the direftion of 
another's, I carefully examined myſelf; 
and as example was the only method 
likely to anſwer my wiſhes, ſome re- 
gular mode was to be adopted. The. 
diſpoſitions come from the hand 
of nature ſo formed, that the various 

bad 
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bad ones we daily experience are made 


ſuch by the influence they imbibe. A 
natural propenſity, by being well or ill 
directed, has been productive of very 
oppoſite characters. Socrates has fur- 
niſhed us with a ſtriking inſtance ; 
but the change in him was the reſult 
of reaſon and reflection; and if habits, 
long indulged, were ſuſceptible of the 
impreſſion his received, I am diſpoſed 
to favour the argument that the ſame 
eſtefts might have been produced in 
early life by the force of example. I 
may be wrong in this opinion; but 
would it not be to arraign the good- 
neſs of Providence were we to attri- 
bute to his works ſo palpable an error 
as the creation of a human being too 
imperfect for example or reaſon to cor- 
ret? But as I do not propoſe a lo- 
gical diſcuſſion of a ſubject ſo far beyond 

my 
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my comprehenſion, by your leave we 
will return to what firſt gave riſe to it, 


« Having attained her eighth year, I 
put a book into her hand. She knew 
her letters, and could ſpell tolerably 
well. Her memory was good, as her 
health had enabled her to take regular 
air and exerciſe, and her frame well 
ſtrengthened,” that the organs for in- 
ſtructions had improved in proportion, 
Her leſſons were few, and adapted to 
her age; her amuſements many, but 
ſubſervient to the former. As my en- 
gagements in literary purſuits hap- 
pened at that time to engroſs much 
of my attention, to my child no regu- 
lar hours could I allot; but ſhe never 
went to her amuſements that ſhe did 
not firſt come to me and ſay, my friend 
(for that was the only appellation al- 

lowed) 
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lowed) I am always ready when you ſhall 
require me, 


e We proceeded regularly in this me- 
thod, until ſhe had acquired a com- 
petent knowledge in the languages ; 
could deſign from nature very accu— 
rately, On the ſame principle I taught 
her perſpective. Being paſſionately fond 
of the art, ſhe made a rapid progreſs 
in its various branches, but in land- 
ſkip excelled. Muſic was not neg- 
lected. She ſhared this with her other 
occupations. In my youth I had been 
a tolerable proficient, and from long 
ſtudy in the ſcientific parts, thought ! 
could not miſlead - her, Her finger 
and ear were good; and her execu- 
tion of many difficult pieces, no ſmall 
gratification to my pride. But to the 
invincible power of pathetic accents, 


to that tranſporting energy of foul, 
which 


© 


\ 
1 
{ 
{ 
( 
| 
| 


SEMPRONIA. 135 


which the enchanting power of melody 
inſpires, have all my misfortunes ari- 
ſen. I no ſooner felt the impreſſion, 
than I ſhuddered with horror. .O! 
Count Breville, what a humiliation was 
this! The guardian, parent, friend of 
virgin innocence—all theſe endearing 
ties broken, and—for ever! The af- 
fectionate father ſunk into the paſſion- 
ate lover. Guilt, I could not ſupport; 
honour was ſtill dear te me; but in- 
nocence—was fled 


« My fears deſtroyed the only reſource 
I had lefr, which was, an immediate 
ſeparation, The injury this might do 


her; the imputation to which ſhe might 


be expoſed; the utter loſs where to 
depoſit the valuable treaſure :—on the 
other hand, the imprudence of her 
preſent ſituation ; her ignorance of dan- 
ger; and the conſciouſneſs which pre- 

vailed 


2 
Li = 
3 
. 
. 
* 
++ 
* 
F 
= 
„ 
41 
N. 
Th 
40 
14 
» 
- 
| 


> mr ROT. es SBS: ” ä —̃ — 8 
PPP non Ong OO at 
- 1 " — 4 . 
—— a 4 . * . : 5 — 
An | 


136 SEMPRONI A, 


vailed in my own breaſt; produced 
ſuch a conflict, that my health began 
viſibly to decline, Then came the 
dreadful trial, She had long expreſſed 
much unealineſs at the alteration of my 
looks; but upon ſeeipg me yet worſe, 
her anxiety became inſupportable. She 
preſſed me to have advicez and in the 
ardour of tender folicitude aſſured me 
that her exiſtence depended upon it; 


that it was rivetted to mine. She 


would take my hand, preſs it to her 
lips, and moiſten it with her tears. 
How often have I torn it from her, 
and faid, harſhly Sempronia leave 
me. The laſt groan of expiring na- 
ture was not more piercing than the 
deep fighs ſhe has fetched when ſhe 
has left my chamber. 


Eight months did I continue in 
this wretched ſtate, My darling com- 
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panion lamenting my unkindneſs in 
mournful ſilence, and accuſing herſelf 
of want of duty, as a reaſon for that 
ſeverity I impoſed upon my actions. 
Ungenerous return! But what could 
I do? Had I encouraged her com- 
paſſion, I ſhould have been the moſt 
execrable of mankind, Reſiſtance was 
my only hope. Convinced that ſome 
decided ſtep ſhould be taken, mar- 
riage or an immediate ſeparation, I 
determined to open to her the ſtate 
of my heart, Prepared as I was for 
her reply, I had nothing further to 
dread, I knew her virtue, and relied 
on her integrity. You will ſpare me 
a further recital for the preſent. 


« She is now at a cottage near L h 
The matron whom I firſt mentioned 
was ſhortly after diſmiſſed from her 
office; and as I had given her an 


addreſs, 
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addreſs, by which a letter might be 
ſent in caſe ſhe received any. further 
information, diſtreſs led her to acquaint 
me of her ſituation, and the injuſtice 
which had been done her. It was 
ſome time ere I received theſe parti- 
culars; having left England ſome years 
before. 1 then ſent for her into this 
country, placed her in the ſpot I men- 
tioned, and her gratiiucle has been 
more than a return for this trifling 
ſervice. 


J meant this but as a temporary 
reſidence; having ſee: a letter from 
the Marchioneſs de Gravglipe, in which 
ſhe moſt nobly offers her protection 
to the virtuous ſufferer; and the only 
ſatisfaction, I can experience, will be 
in the completion of thoſe wiſhes. She 
never can be indebted to a more li- 
beral mind for ſo honourable and hoſ- 


pſable a ſupport. 
Four 
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« Four hundred pounds I meant as 
the yearly tribute of parental tender- 
neſs; This, while ſhe remains unmar- 
ried; and ten thouſand pounds when- 
ever ſhe ſhall change her condition 
and may heaven reward her virtues, is 
my daily prayer. 


I had intended to have requeſted 
the favour of this viſit, which I now 
have the pleaſure of acknowledging to 
your benevolence, That motive I felt 
too powerfully not to have valued as 
it deſerved, But the idea of the re— 
queſt had for a few days too much 
weakened my reſolution, and your 
friendly heart ſhielded me from the 
diſcovery, He added, after a long 
pauſe—To the Marchioneſs, I could 
not have told ſuch a tale, much as 
J revere her merits; nor have ſuffered 
the acceptance of her offer, had I not 

been 
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been perſuaded it was ſincere, My 


intention was, to have left her reſi- 


dence to her own choice, and to have 
proportioned her income accordingly. 
If the Marchioneſs thinks what I have 
mentioned not ſufficient, ſhe will do 
me the honour of ſignifying the amount, 
for from this inſtant all intercourſe 
with — is forbidden,” 


I diſpatch this inſtantly; in order 
that you may take your meaſures be- 
fore you leave the Grove. The poſt 
was a Conveyance not to be truſted. 


Adieu, my happy friend, 


DE BREVILLE. 


LET. 


SEMPRONI As, 141 


LETTER XXIII. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


'T en thouſand thanks for your 
treaſure. But to a ſafer guide than 
imagination, ſhall you confide for a 
ſerious reply. Adieu. 


DE GRAVELINE. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
5 


As I am indebted to you for re- 
ſtoring peace to my troubled ſpirit, 
the frame it once inhabited ſhould, by 
the courſe of nature, moulder into duſt. 
But this common progreſs, to beings 
of a ſuperior order, is denied. Still, 
Breville, am I left with thoſe vital 
powers warmly ſuſceptible of every 
impreſſion which frail humanity can 
experience. Pride has reſumed her de- 
ſpotic influence, and to her alone mull 


you appeal for my acknowledgment. 
® How 
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How you may value the weight of 
an obligation, I know not: Whether by 
the object who confers, or the one 
who receives it. But in my opinion 
it can but be eſtimated by the former, 
On that principle, you alone are the 
perſon obliged, Yes, my generous 
friend, to a mind leſs noble than your 
own, never could I have truſted a charge 
of ſuch importance. I felt a pride in 
the reſponſibility of your character, 
which juſtified my propoſal. The vir- 
tuous impulſe of your ſoul ; your juſ- 
tice, prudence, and fortitude, and that 
celeſtial tie, that philanthropy which 
unites you to every child of ſorrow, 
gave me a firm reliance on the wiſ— 


dom of thoſe meafures you would 
purſue, 


If ſucceſs did not crown your en— 
deayours, I was perſuaded your retr<at 
would 
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would reflect no leſs honour on your cou- 
rage than your ſkill, The enterprize 
in which you engaged, was attended 
with every danger. No leſs than to 
penetrate into the deep receſſes of the 
human mind, to trace to the ſpring 
of the paſſions, and to obſerve the con- 


ſtant and ſecret operations they pro- 
duced, | 


What a ſource of infirmity and 
ſtrength !—of dignity and diſhonovr ! 
I am almoſt at a loſs whether to ap- 
plaud his ſincerity, in the franknels of 
his declaration, or to condemn his in- 
diſcretion. for the failings it has exhi- 
bited. For the dignity of human na- 
ture I might wiſh they had never been 
betrayed, But to his merit, as an 
individual, the confeſſion did him ho- 
nour, as the efforts it muſt have coſt 


him were dreadful indeed, 
4 Though 
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Though he in ſome degree owed this 
acknowledgment to the virtues of Sem- 
pronia, yet. juſtice might have been 
done her at a price leſs dear, His 
judgment was weak, though his heart 
was pure, The education he deſcribes 
was well conducted, But was it pru- 
dent? Still I allow his motives in the 
firſt inſtance, They were praiſe-worthy. 
But why ſhould he have precluded 
her from the 1nnocent pleaſures of life? 


what could induce a ſyſtem ſo diame- 


trically oppoſite to the purpoſe he fo 
long had been endeavouring to ac- 
compliſh? The bobs ſhe had read 
muf have preſented to her knowledge 
characters and ſentiments congenial with 
her own, and have excited a wiſh for 
participating in thoſe enjoyments ſhe 
found to be the Iht of all. 


J mean not to infer that the value 
Vor. I. H ot 
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trically oppoſite to the purpoſe he fo 
long had been endeavouring to ac- 
compliſh? The bobs ſhe had read 
muf have preſented 'to her knowledge 
characters and ſentiments congenial with 
her own, and have excited a wiſh for 
participating in thoſe enjoyments ſhe 
found to be the Thr of all. 


I mean not to infer that the value 
Vor. I. H ot 
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of talents in our ſex is to be rated 
by the ornaments they confer on ſoci— 
ety ; far from it; their real worth con- 
ſiſts in the reſources they furniſh for 
retirement; and whatever contributes 
to domeſtic felicity, ought to be the 
firit and ultimate object of our pur- 
ſuit. Content is a permanent fund, 
from which we draw with intereſt, 
But applauſe depends too much on 
the caſual events of the day; nor can 
it produce even momentary gratifica- 
tion, But in this plan of Alphonlo's, 
there is either ſome myſtery ſtill to 
unravel, or a ſicplicity which equals 
it with folly; and I am at a lots to 
adopt an idea ſo new as the different 
paſſions he deſcribes, 


Parental love, he could not have 
felt: as ſuch 1 acquit him of guilt. 


Friendſhip, under ſuch circumſtances, 
. | was 


Its 
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was entirely out of the queſtion ; and 
as it ſo happens that the foul is of 
no ſex, to what cauſe can we attribute 
the ſituation of his, but to the affec- 
tions, which make that diſtinction. 
This gradual, imperceptible bias, had 
its beginning in early times, and poſ- 
ſibly, from the flow progreſs which it 
made, he was the leſs likely to perceive 
it. A concurrence of circumltances 
brought the hidden fecret to light, 


and it was then beyond his power to Ti 1 
ſuppreſs it. The only means to avoid 1 
its influence, he effected; and having 10 
8 done that, is entitled to our reſpect. Ki 
8 But I cannot help repeating, that his (i N 
t meaſures were not conducted with that 1 4 

prudence, which a man with half his A* 

underſtanding vould ſcarcely have failed | 
* in. 1 
lt. | 1 
DS His feelings were amiable in the * 
as | H 2 fir(t L | 
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firſt inſtance, but ſurely unguarded ever 
after. Sempronia was not likely ro 
have been a material ſufferer; but 
from the peculiar tenderneſs of her na- 
ture, as a mental injury, ſhe aſſuredly 
has much cauſe to lament many years 
of their connection. To ſatisfy me, 
ſomething more is wanting; as he tells 
his ſtory he is not guilty ; and in ſome 
parts, its ſimplicity carries with it the 
appearance of a general truth, 


c Se ' pecar è ſi dolce, 
« E '] non pecar fi neceſſario, o troppo 
« Imperfetta natura, 
Che repugni a la legge, 
« O troppo dura legge, 
Che la natura offendi.“ 


Perfido amore addio, poor Alphonſo 
may ſay with a heavy heart. 


The 
- 
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The tribute of his generoſity (tho' 
in no reſpect neceſſary) would not I 
ſuppoſe be prudent to decline, It keeps 
up in ſome manner the idea of pro- 
tection, and indeed is ſuch, which is 
poſſibly the only conſolation he may 
receive; and yet as a ſoulagement it 
is merely ideal; but to a heart, wounded 
as his, imagination may even admi— 
niſter relief, 


As he does me the honour of con- 
ſulting my opinion, and acceding to 
my propoſals, you will tell him, my 
friend, that half the ſum would be 
more than ſufficient, Signify, in the 
happieſt manner you can, that Sem— 
pronia is now with me. Part of the 
letter I read to her. She inſtantly con- 
lented; and her hoſpitable hoſteſs at- 
tended. her for a few days at St, Claire. 


H 3 My 


? 
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My aunt commiſſions me to ſay ſhe 
ſhall expect you ſhortly. And ] deſire 
that my roſe may not be left to wither, 
Believe me, with eſteem, 


DE ORAVELINE, 


LETTER XXV. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


EsrEEN mercileſs eſteem ! which 
tortures my very ſoul, Reproach were 
infinitely leſs cruel, 

_ « Che 
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« Che giova a te cor mio l'eſſer amato, 
& Che giova a te l'aver ſi caro amante 


« Se ne parte il deſtin.“ 


What avails the gender of ſpirit when 
the affections point it out from the 
firſt dawn of exiſtence? Are they not 
the ſprings of life? the very air we 
breathe? Do they not inipire to vir— 
tue, rouſe every power of action, and 
conſtitute the perfection of humanity ? 
My Honoria, conſider my diſtreſs, 
Generolity cannot be inſeparable from 
a heart ſuch as yours. To receive 
my death-warrant at your hands would 
be preferable to the mercy you offer. 
Talk not of fortitude, which is at 
beſt but a negative good, It reſolves 
into ſelf— an atom not worth a thought. 


To contemplate ſuch tranſcendent 
charms; to hear ſentiments of truth 
H 4 and 
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and honour expreſſed in the molt be. 
witching language, animated by a ſen- 
ſibility peculiarly your own; to behold 
hourly every human excellence, adorned 
by all the graces of perſonal attrac- 
tion, and believe it poſſible for me to 
remain inſenſible to theſe impreſſions, 
is an injuſtice J cannot ſupport, For- 
give, divine maid, noble Honoria, the 
avowal of a paſſion I am no longer 
able to conceal. Aﬀection, and the moſt 
unrivalled conſtancy, are the only offer- 
ings I have to make. Long have I 
ſoothed my agonizing heart with the 
balm of conſolation; but now you 
cruelly withhold from me every hope. 
Alas! I was too fatally deceived, Your 
language is the ſame; but your accent 
is altered. From what has this ariſen? 
To encounter death would be leſs for- 
midable than the idea of your diſ- 
pleaſure, Confirm or annihilate my 


exiſtence, 
- 


ex 
it 
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exiſtence, for the dreadful ſtate in which 
it now 1s, renders it a burthen too 
weighty to bear. 


D E BR EVILLE, 
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LETTER XxvI. 


LADY HORTENSIA. SANSERRE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Your laſt letter, my dear friend, 
the Marchioneſs put into my hands; 
and though I truſt that my elleem for 


you is ſuch as to require no imme- 
H 5 diate 
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diate profeſſion, yet on this occaſion 
I cannot deny myſelf the pleaſure of 
aſſuring you that you have my moſt 
zealous wiſhes for the attainment of 
that felicity, ſo juſtly your due. 


On Monday, I ſhall anxiouſly ex- 
pect you at St. Claire, when I hope 
once more to convince you that you 


poſſeſs not a friend more attached to 
your merit than 


H. SANSERREs 


LE T. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Tu E excellence of your underſfand- 
ing I never called in queſtion before. 
Caught by ſentiment, and rivetted by 
ſympathy—a very auſpicious triumph 
to a faſhionable woman! This ſaid 
Marchioneſs I ſhall attempt to deſcribe, 
In the bloom of youth; tolerably hand- 
ſome; a very tolerable figure; poſ- 
ſeſſing no ſmall ſhare of accomplith- 
ments; the criterion of taſte; the mag- 

net 
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net of attraction; vain from admira- 
tion; proud from applauſe; capricious 
from choice; captious from nature; 
in ſhort the very goddeſs at whoſe 
ſhrine all mortals bend with incenſe 
more fragrant than the ſweets of Ara- 
bia; with offerings more pure than —— 


here I am rather at a loſs for a me- 


taphor, ſo to the point. Is ſuch a 
whimſical being a ſuitable wife for 
the Count de Breville? Let him con- 
ſider the ſubject more maturely, and 
then decide. But if he will rely on 
my recommendation, I ſhould hope to 
do him more juſtice. Some phantom, 
ſome ſudden emotion, has ſeized his 
imagination, Let him beware, let him 
conſult his heart; and to judgment 
may he then with ſome confidence ap- 
peal; for this Marchioneſs ne merite 
guere une attention i fate. Van te 


DE GRAVELINE.» 
LE T- 
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COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE., 


Your account of the charming 
Sempronia delights me. Her virtues 
excite my higheſt admiration; and to 
have attained their reward in the ge- 
nerous protection of your hoſpitable 
roof, was a deed worthy the Marchio- 
neſs de Graveline. But why, my 
anilable friend, devote every atten- 
tion to the felicity of others, yet caſt 
not one thought upon what you owe 

your 
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your own. Are the charms of a fin- 
gle ſtate ſo very faſcinating that you 
cannot prevail with yourſelf to diſſolve 
them? or has the example of Harville 
Grove alarmed your fears? Believe 
this truth, my friend—after an union 
of eight and twenty years, that I ne- 
ver once repented the choice 1 had 
made. 


F” The only real happineſs I ever ex- 
perienced has been in the boſom of 
conjugal life. The virtues have there 
a larger field for exertion, and are beſt 
performed by the ſocial enjoyment 
they inſure, Marriage has ſo many. 
endearing claims, that the anxious cares 
it may impoſe are more than repaid 
by the felicity which frequently is 
their companion; and as this condi- 
tion affords the only laſting attach- 
ment, it is the only recompence of a 

- ſenſibility 
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ſenſibility like your's. Even the duties 
it enjoins are the ſtrongeſt bonds of 
mutual concord, and gain ſtrength by 
the progreſs of time. 


I ſhall, however, forbear expreſſing 
my zeal upon a ſubject on which you 
have obſerved more than uſual ſilence, 
Your reaſons I am ſure juſtified your 
reſerve. This gave me hopes, and 


induced me, I confeſs, to ſay the little 
I have. 


It is our intention to viſit St. Claire 
very ſhortly; but as we expect daily 
the arrival of our ſon, we ſhall poſt- 
pone that pleaſure till he can partake it 
with us, Adieu, 


DE HARVILLE., 


LET. 


160 SEMPRONTA. 
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LETT RR AXIS; 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE.. 


; 
| 
Is it poſſible, Breville, that Lady Ju- 
lia can ſo ſoon have forgotten her f 
vows to the generous Belmont as to I 
attempt the fidelity of his friend? In c 
ſpite of all your affected gaiety, I t 


could eaſily diſcover the horror your t 
ſoul expreſſed, Her pride I thought v 
the beſt ſecurity for her vanity; but 1 
IJ am now convinced there is no ho- fl 


mage however mean, which, made to 
— Len, 
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her, would not yield gratification, Is 
this a woman for Belmont? His 
marriage aftoniſhed me, I confeſs; 
for he was too converſant with life, 
too well acquainted with all its various 
ſprings, to. have expected happineſs 
from a character ſo little congenial 
with his own, Nor 1s her beauty of 
a ſtile to attract admiration: it wants 
ſoftneſs and delicacy; and her man- 
ners, even when reſtrained by deco- 
rum, are not thoſe of elegance or 
propriety. She has neither air nor 
faſhion ; is always di/traizte, Her move- 
ments ungracetul; and her looks thoſe 
of aſtoniſhment rather than ſenſibility; 
that at leaſt there is this conſolation, 
the heart is in no danger of yielding, 
while the enemy is ſo feebly armed. 
It may betray a want of gallantry to 
fly the honours which await you, Mais 

i 
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it faut que le get wait nul rapport à 
Pame pour ſe feliciter d'un tel objet ; 
and as to wit, ſhe has not ſufficient 
for raillery, ſhould ſhe perceive your 
caution. But ſuppoſing ſhe poſſeſſed 
it, where is the mortification in the 
raillery of thoſe for whom one has no 
eſteem? At ſome moments I am dil. 
poſed to think your ſituation a very 
awkward one. You are her huſband's 
friend, and under his requeſt have 2 
character in ſome degree to account 
for. The dread of her cenſure would 
never repreſs one's integrity, and the 
retort of an enraged. woman is leſs to 
be feared than that of cgnſcience, 
If you conſider it incumbent on you 
to viſit her occaſionally (as fulfilling 
your engagements to Belmont) by the 
diſtance of your reſerve ſhe will not 
be importunate in having your viſits 


often; 
- 
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often, and the worſt ſhe can ſay is 
that you are a ſtupid fellow; and as 
a man may be allowed a little dull 
in the abſence of his miſtreſs, Belmont 
will think his friend in a fair way for 
fame, which will more than atone. 


The character of a married woman 
is in my opinion too ſacred even for 
the confidence of friendſhip; for her 
beſt ſecurity lies in her own diſcretion. 
Theſe are gothic ideas I confeſs, and 
ſuch as ere long will drive me into a 
cell; but I will firſt accompany you 
to Saint Claire, as I am impatient for 
the honour of your introduction to the 
Marchioneſs, and await your ſummons, 
So be not ſlow. Adieu. 


DE VALVILLEs 


LE T: 
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LETTER XXX. 


MARCHIONESS DE GCRAVELINE 


TO THE 


rh mm — -©& c oo. 


Lad 


COUNT DE BREVILLEs. 


ay 


* | 
PrRMIT Valvillgato accompany 
you to 8 ? What a queſtion. My 
aunt ſays you were uncivil in leaving 
us ſo ſoon; but J aſſured her I was 
of a contrary opinion, for that you had 
protracted your ftay beyond all bounds; 
However, as a point of duty, I ſub- 
C2 £11. © 

mitted. A happy moment this of fu- 
ture obedience. 
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— — 
Po 
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Chi ben commincia è alla meta dell' opra.“ 


therefore my progreſs is drawing to a 
cloſe. Forget not your viſit to the 
diſconſolate widow, I conjure you; and 
one whole week do 1 allot you for 
this friendly office. I truſt you will 
pay her every attention, The more 
handſome things you ſay to her, the 
greater will be the compliment paid 
to myſelf, for ſhe certainly will rate 
my merits by the golden rule; and I 
deſire 1 may not be brought to diſ- 
credit. Were ſhe not a married wo- 
man, I ſhould inforce the propriety of 
gallantry, but being ſuch, reſpe& is 
all we can allow. Apropos, of reſpect, 
why all this ſtate with my innocent 
Sempronia? I hope you have not the 
vanity to ſuſpect your heart in danger? 
A thought has occurred. No, I will 
leave it to your penetration, We take 

in 
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in general more pleaſure in our own 
diſcoveries, than in thoſe which are 
already prepared. How engaging is 
her whole character; nor do I know 
the change, ſave one, that I could wiſh 
her. Could not you contrive to go 
round by F—-—, and make a vilit to 
Alphonſo. To ſay much of her pre- 
ſent eaſe of mind, &c. might ſound 
as inſulting to his affliction, ſo difficult 
is it to heal a wound without giving 
Pain. 


DE GRAVELINEs 


LE T- 
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LETTER Xxx 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLYE 


TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Harper Breville! what bleſſings 
are in ſtore for you; yet to envy you 
their; poſſeſſion would be a crime. 
Never before did I behold fo many 
perſonal attractions with ſuch regard- 
leſs indifference. Rather an obſcure 
ſentence this—ſhe ſeems unconſcious. 
of her powers. Have I ;Sxplained my 
text? Or if ſhe feels W it is fo en- 
tirely under the controul of reaſon, 

that 
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that it is difficult to pronounce whe— 
ther A exiſts or not. Her underſt and- 
ing appears to me to poſſeſs a ſtrength 
and energy above her ſex, yet tem- 
pered by the moſt feminine grace. 
Whether her converſation is ſerious, or 
animated by vivacity and wit, it dif- 
fuſes an influence over the ſoul, which 
I never before experienced but from 
muſical ſounds. If the accents of me- 
lody may be compared, as it has been 
obſerved, to thoſe of language, the an- 
ſwer is obvious, 


How different is the Marchi-neſs 
from the wife of our friend, Why 
neglect, my dear Breville, to embrace 
that felicity which heaven has in ſtore 
for you? Her tenderneſs 1s ſuperior to 
the little arts of female affectation, and 
yet at times you ſeem to doubt its 
exiſtence. Was ever ſo much diffidence 

with 
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with ſuch a portion of merit? The 
Marchioneſs is of age, as I underſtand, 
conſequently there can be no reſtriction 
to prevent your union, and of Lady 
Portre's fortune you are already in 
poſſeſſion, What then delays your 
nuptials? you have no previous en- 
gagements to diſſolve. Fly with rap- 
ture, my friend, to this temple of vir- 
tue. The torch is already prepared; 
and Hymen impatiently waits the ſum- 
mons. 


DE VALVILLE. 
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LETTER XXXII. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE: 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE, 


N O man, my dear friend, was ever 
more grateful for happineſs than my- 
ſelf; and was it poſſible to receive 
any addition, it would be felt by the 
flattering teitimony of your laſt letter, 


But you are miſtaken in regard to 
my dear Honoria's age. Her minority 
has at leaſt ſeven long months to run; 
and by the reſtrictions of a deed, which 

have 


- 
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have been in force the laſt ſive cen- 
turies, cannot claim her paternal inhe- 
ritance till that event, and even then 
but as a truſtee for futurity. But to 
ſome other time we will leave theſe 
particulars, I will acknowledge to you 
that with a very bad grace I ſubmit; 
but there is no reſouree. 


Not a word of Sempronia! Could 
all her united attractions eſcape your 
pen? But to your taſte I muſt do 


more juſtice, She is the Protegee of 


your friend; and to her merits ſolely 
is ſhe indebted for this diſtinction: 
Her fortune is ten thouſand pounds. 
But to a better principle than curio- 
ſity ſhall you be indebted for any 
further information, Her muſical pow- 
ers are, as you mult have obſerved, 
of a very ſuperior kind; but her ex- 
treme diffidence prevents her doing them, 
3 or 
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or any other talent ſhe has, juſtice. 
She is univerſally admired; and de- 
ſervedly eſteemed by thoſe who know 
her merits, Your ſecond viſit may 
put philoſophy to the proof, Les 
egarmens au coeur, I know you never 
make; that under the guard of fo 
faithful a centinel as prudence, the 
capitol is not likely to be betrayed, 


With reſpect to Lady Julia, I am at 
a ſtand. The delicacy of her ſituation 
would almoſt tell one that it was im- 
poſſible ſhe could tranſgreſs its bounds. 
But you are miſtaken in one point: 
the by no means wants ſenſibility ; but 
it is of a nature ſo very ſuddenly ex 
cited, that one is in hourly apprehen- 
fion of giving it a dangerous alarm, 
From the weakneſs of her judgment, 
ſhe is left defenceleſs, that how te 


conduct one's meaſures I am wholly at 
- 
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a lofs. The duties of friendſhip, ſhe 
confounds with her ideas of perſonal 
eſteem, and by my ſoul I do not think 
ſhe has any one merit, to intitle her to 
that claim. She in the firſt inſtance 
was ruined by a very diſſipated edu- 
cation; and poſſeſſing no real tenderneſs 
of heart, was not to be reclaimed by her 
own efforts. 


I received, on Sunday laſt, a letter 
defiring my return to Belmont, as ſhe 
expotied a there, and begged 
me to do the honours of the houle in 
the Colonel's abſence, This, you may 
ſwear, I got off, pleading engagements, 
&c. &c, I once took an opportunity 
of acquainting er gf. my approach» 
ing marriage, ELIE not impoſ- 
ſible but that ſhe would grant me a 
furlow. But to this information ſhe 
very - calmly replied—as the Marchio- 
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neſs has accepted your propoſals you 
have nothing to fearz and the like, 
In a few days I ſhall be with you; 
but have buſineſs on my hands to diſ- 
patch in the firſt inſtance, Till then, 
adieu 


DE BREVILLE, 


LET. 
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Er i. 


FROM THE SAME. 


I Have received a packet from Colonel 
Belmoat, with letters for Lady Julia, 
which he defires me to preſent, His 
- regiment he expects will be ordered 
to America: if ſo, my probation will 
never hold out, A glorious pilgrimage 
to a faint like this, where I ſuffer every 
penance, fave one, I am determined 
to try for a diſpenſation coſt What it 


will, and then my prayers will be ſuffi- 
cient, 


L E T. 


14 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


ALPRONIO 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Þ Cuajure you, my friend, to uſe, 
without reſerve, the confidence I have 
repoſed in you. No rules can it pre- 
ſcribe, nor do I ſee any to be neceſ- 
ſary, You are too much the friend of 
humanity, to ſink the humble ſinner; 
and of juſtice, to palliate his crimes, 
Yes, Sir, by that degrading name mult 
I hereafter be known, for my deeds have 


incurred it, Your pity was more hu- 


R miliating 
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miliating than any reproaches could 
have been. My ſoul had renounced 
its claim to the former; but the latter, 
were the juſt deſerts of guilt. I could 
not have turned w#® my eyes to that 
countenance, irradiated with the beams 
of compaſſion, and have unfolded a tale 
at which humanity muſt have ſhrunk, 
It is conſcience, not paſſion, which 
rancles the wounds {till bleeding within 
me, 


4 Tt is the dagger of the Mind which 
„Points the way J am to go.“ 


Long had I meditated on this dread- 
ful deed which her virtue alone repreſ- 
ſed. Her education, her ſecluſion, were 
Jointly ſubſervient to one fatal thought. 
In ſecret, I fondly cheriſhed all my 
hopes; for to have bid me tell 
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« My thoughts in expreſs words, 
© Would have ſtruck me dumb.“ 


Marriage I determined on as the 
completion of all my purfuit. When 
I found my propoſals would be re- 
jected, ſhe became odious to my ſight, 
To live without her, I thought im- 
poſſible: to feel myſelf but the object 
of filial gratitude, was too feeble a 
reſource for the ſufferings I endured. 
Severity became the ſubſtitute of gen- 
tleneſs; and the perpetual conflict be- 
tween virtue and paſſion, left me too 
defenceleſs for her ſecurity. Before 


| the had attained her fifreenth year, 


my intention was formed: but truſting 
to philofophy for the prudence of my 


conduct, under that protection, no ſe- 


rious danger, I thought, would happen. 
Time, has proved it otherwiſe, I have 
injured her peace, and thereby deſtroyed 

my 


- 
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my own. This virtuous orphan was 
the only object for whom I ever felt 
the ſmalleſt preference. Her perſonal 
attractions, for ever could I have with- 
ſtood; but her mind was the rock 1 
ſtruck upon—and fell. 


To make this implicit confeſſion, 
was a duty your ſervices claimed; and 
to this moment has the ſecret been 
buried in my own heart. Sempronia 
never ſuſpected my delign; and this 
reflection, with that of her preſent 
happy condition, will prove the only 
conſolation I can ever experience, But 
even that 


The firſt inſtant I ſpoke to her upon 
the ſubject, was the laſt ſhe ever heard 
my voice, But the inequality of my 
conduct, the rigor to which ſhe fo pa- 
tiently ſubmitted, and the pangs I muſt 

have 
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« My thoughts in expreſs words, 
« Would have ſtruck me dumb.“ 


Marriage I determined on as the 
completion of all my purfuit. When 
I found my propoſals would be re- 
jected, ſhe became odious to my ſight, 
To live without her, I thought im- 
poſſible: to feel myſelf but the object 
of filial gratitude, was too feeble a 
reſource for the ſufferings I endured. 
Severity became the ſubſticute of gen- 
tleneſs; and the perpetual conflict be- 
tween virtue and paſſion, left me too 
defenceleſs for her ſecurity. Before 


| ſhe had attained her fifteenth year, 


my intention was formed: but truſting 
to philoſophy for the prudence of my 
conduct, under that protection, no ſe- 
rious danger, I thought, would happen. 
Time, has proved it otherwiſe. I have 
injured her peace, and thereby deſtroyed 


my 


- 
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my own. This virtuous orphan was 
the only object for whom I ever felt 
the ſmalleſt preference. Her perſonal 
attractions, for ever could I have with- 
ſtood; but her mind was the rock 1 
ſtruck upon—and fell. 


To make this implicit confeſſion, 
was a duty your ſervices claimed; and 
to this moment has the ſecret been 
buried in my own heart. Sempronia 
never ſuſpected my delign; and this 
reflection, with that of her preſent 
happy condition, will prove the only 
conſolation I can ever experience, But 
even that 


The firſt inſtant I ſpoke to her upon 
the ſubject, was the laſt ſhe ever heard 
my voice, But the inequality of my 
conduct, the rigor to which ſhe fo pa- 
tiently ſubmitted, and the pangs I muſt 
| have 
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have cauſed to a ſenſibility like her's, 
are injuries for which I never can 
atone, To offer an excuſe, I attempt 
not. I have none to plead. Educated 
in the principles of the Lutheran church, 
my religion was ſimple and unaffected. 
I adopted no ſublime maxims; I re- 
jected no obvious truths. Credulity 
and enthuſiaſm I equally condemned, 
My ſpeculations were few; and they 
detached me not from devotion, but 
enlightened my reaſon to that choice, 
it is the privilege of Chriſtianity to 
embrace. Virtue, had ever been dear 
to me; and by her precepts I en- 
deavoured to form the rule of my 
life. Heaven had given me that un- 
derſtanding, which I endeavoured to 
make uſeful to my fellow creatures, 
1 laboured not hard in the vineyard ; 
but hoped to have performed the taſk. 
which was aſſigned to me, and vainly 

thought 
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thought I ſhould joyfully reſtore 
the talent I had received, But now 
I can neither return it with profit, nor 
even account for its own worth. This 
is the piture of a man too deformed 
for the eye of virtue to trace, One 
glance only would ſtrike horror. As 
ſuch I hold it up as a leſſon to thoſe, 
who conſcious of their own worth, may 
not, like me, ſuffer its genuine emotions 
to be repreſſed, and yielding to thoſe 


of guilt, forteit all reliance on the mercy 
of heaven, | 


ALPHONSO, 


; LE T- 
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LETTRR:- WA. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 
T 0 


ALPHONSO 


Parnon me, my friend, if by 
offering my advice 1 preſume on the 
confidence you have repoſed in me, 
But I could not remain a filent wit- 


neſs of ſufferings ſuch as your's, and 
not attempt to ſooth them by the cor- 
dial you had left at my diſcretion to 
adminiſter. This, Alphonſo, is my con- 
viction of your innate worth. Long 


had you toiled in the vineyard, and 
laboured 
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laboured through the heat of the day; 
if you then reſted a ſhort time from 
your work, will you not, with joy, be 
received again at the laſt hour? This 
is in part your own argument, though 
unneceſſary. Exert but your reaſon, 
my friend; for believe me ſelf-reproach 
is your heavieſt fault, Weaknels, not 
principle, was the adverſary who af 
failed you; and why think that you 
alone had the privilege to withſtand 
temptation? Yes, Alphonſo, you are 
the truly virtuous man who roſe tri- 
umphant after his defeat, What proof 
had you before of the infirmity of na- 
ture; and why expect an exemption 
from that which is the lot of all? 
After the age of forty, the principles 
rarely change; their different modifi- 
cations may be then poſſibly more 
ſtrongly obſerved, as the paſſions leave 
the mind in a ſtate' more favourable 

tQ 
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to reſſe tion, Allowing you had a pre- 
meditated plan, was that plan raiſed by 
the paſſions, or by any hint which 
your ſcheme might receive; did paſſion 
tell you at forty that in fifteen years 
ſuch a particular perſun would prove 
its object? Did you ever betray ſuch a 
hope, or injure her peace by one ſuſ- 
picious impreſſion? when you made 
propoſals of marriage, and they were 
declined, (the only idea you ever pur- 
ſued) did you not inſtantly ſeparate ? 
Do you not even wiſh that ſhe may 
be the wife of another, and portion 
her equal to the higheſt rank? In 
truth, I think vou have acted 7% va- 
liantly; you have done as much as 
man could do, and infinitely beyond 
what any other than youiſelf would 
have thought requiſite. Had paſſion 
been the prevailing influence you ne- 
ver could have been happy at the 

| | thoughts 
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thoughts of her beſtowing upon ano- 
ther what ſhe refuſed to you. 


Conſider the ſubject once more, my 
Alphonſo, Be yourſelf, Retirement 
has inſtilled ſome notions peculiar to 
her own doctrine, ſociety will deſtroy 
them, 


As you have ſo long buried this ſe. 
cret in ſilence, to its aſhes you owe 
ſome reſpect; and the monument you 
have now raiſed to its memory ſhall 
be preſerved as the ſacred tribute of 
exalted virtue in the boſom of 


Your faithful 


DE BREVILLE, 


L E T. 
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LETTER XXXVL 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


Tur die is caſt, my much honoured 
friend, and your Honoria is deſtined 
to be the wife of the Count de Breville. 
With all my follies, has he reſolution to 
encounter, Conbdering this as a perilous 
undertaking, I endeavoured to diſſuade 
him from the purſuit; but he was 1n- 
flexible. To tell you a truth, I be- 
gan to ſuſpect ſome i igconvenience from 
the fond indulgence of my aunt. My 


* humours 
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humours, whims, &c. ſhe had not cou- 
rage nor inclination to correct. Feel- 
ing their influence, I thought it high 
time to give them ſome attention; 
and from paſt experience had little re- 
liance on my aunt's fortitude. A mo- 
nitor became neceſſary, and ſans bi ter 
F determined on marriage, 


Having reſted this power in the hands 
of your friend, from reſpect to you 
could not in conſcience retract. I do 
not know whether veneration for your 
ſentiments did not give riſe to this 
idea, which, by the bye, was not quite 
fair, unleſs you had communicated 
your ſyſtem for my gulation. How- 
ever, upon conditions, I ſhall ſtill re- 
main in charity with you; ſo to the 
queſtion. Have you not in your poſ- 
ſeſſion ſome myſtic charm, ſome ma- 
gical e which by a momentary 

tranſition 
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tranſition will enliven the recollection 
of lover's vows, revive the bloom of 
beauty, the impaſſioned tenderneſs uf 
youth, and in ſhort the remembrance 
of every grace and ſmile which firſt 
imagination formed? Lend me this 
ceſtus, whole captivating ſpirit, like 
the enchanting power of foft melodious 
ſounds, flill vibrate on your heart, then 


« Shall my hopes to future age pretend ;” 


but never, my dear Lady Hoarville, 
till I can learn to pleale like you. The 
ſubject will become too ſerious if 1 
ſay more, ſo to a more - intereſting 
theme. 


The Viſcount made us a ſhort viſit, 
nor can his merits receive any compli- 
ment from our admiration, But how 
ardently, my deareſt friend, do we par- 

— ticipate 
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ticipate in your felicity on the return 
of ſuch a ſon as this, which more 
than repays for the anxious hours of 
regretted abſence, Let us intreat you 
to haſten your viſit to St, Claire, 
You have no reaſon now to withhold 
this pleaſure from us any longer. His 
Lordſhip have I barely ſeen; and be- 
lieve me I am too proud of ſuch a 
gueſt, to loſe him, and fo ſoon, with- 
out much _ regret, The autumn 1s 
approaching very faſt, and the Earl 
not partial to journeys in ſhort days 
and heavy roads, This argument will 


be too prevailing for me to inforce 
my wiſhes any further, 


DE GRAVELINE, 


SEMPAONIMA 


LETTER XXXVIL 


COLONEL BELMONT, 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Tx fails are hoiſted, the colours 
ſpread, and honour calls to victory or 
death. O England! happy England! 
the land of peace, of liberty, and Ju- 
lia. Cruel, cruel fate. Prepare her, 
my faithful Breville, for this dreadful 
ſentence; and in the ardour of friend- 
ſhip ſooth the affliction of this ten- 
der mourner. Every adverſe wind will 
whiſper,to her car as the knell of her 

departed 
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departed Belmont. But ſhall this ſoul, 
which never in the day of battle felt 
beyond his country's wrongs, now ſink 
at the voice of love and — Hark! 
the trumpet ſounds, the troops advance, 


and martial glory beams in every eye. 
Away ! away! | 


C. BELMONT, 


L E T- 


SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


Tux heroic Belmont has refuſed a 
promotion, which would have preſerved 
him in the calm retreat of peace and 
ſafety, to brave the perils of the next 
campaign, He is already gone, no- 
ble, valiant ſpirit! To prefer the ho- 
nour of dying for his country to the 
juſt reward of many a well earned 
victory! What laurels has he already 
hung on fair Britannia's brow ; but 

this 
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this is the brighteſt he ever won. 
He deſires me to fee Lady Julia, and 
break the ſubject to her. Deluded 
Belmont! He feels a ſeparation, which 
to my ſoul J believe ſhe will rejoice 
at, Whether his preſence impoſes a 
reſtraint, or how it is, I know not, but 
ſhe never ſpeaks of his abſence but 
obſerves that his ſervices were due to 
his King. I cannot give her much 
credit for loyalty, or indeed for any 
other noble paſhon; but it is a laconic 
reply, and ſounds well, If words would 
ſerve as a ſupplement for virtue, ſhe 
would be very liberally adorned. You 
will accompany me thither, Two days 
will not exceed my viſit. From Bel- 
mont we will haſten to the Grove, and 
attend the Earl and Counteſs to St. 
Claire. Celeſtial abode ! which I am 
now torn from to perform —— Ye 
Gods —— But I am ſilent. Adieu. 
Vol. I. K DE BREVILLE. 


SZMPRONIA; 


LETTER XXXIX. 


SE MPRONIAL 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE., 


Your Polite and friendly invitation, 
my dear Madam, is much too flattering 
to be declined; but to the partial ſenti- 
ments of the Marchioneſs, muſt I attri- 
bute the honour you have conferred 
for to ſuppoſe myſelf poſſeſſed of thoſe 
merits, your pen has ſo gracefully ex- 
preſſed, would ill accord with deſerts, 
fo humble as mine. The eye of 
friendſhip is a partial mirror, It re- 

| flects 


— 
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flects not the blemiſhes which objects 
poſſeſs, but even ſoftens the native 
tint of their colouring. By your leave 
I will turn to the other parts of your 
letter. But to reply to them in a 
manner which ſhould give you pleaſure, 
is impoſſible; for I muſt ſatisfy my 
own mind in the firſt inſtance, before 
it could entitle me to the approbation 
of yours. 


From my very circumſcribed view of 
life, I have had few opportunities for 
ebſcrvation. From Fancy alone, have 
I formed my notions of character; 
and that is a guide much too uncer- 
tain for the direction of truth or 
judgment. Experience alone can fur- 
niſh the information which ſhall juſtify 
opinion; and to thoſe rules am I yet 
a ſtranger. The few remarks the laſt 
four months have ſupplied, are much 

K 2 too 


796 SEMPRONIA. 


too incorrect to offer them to your 
attention. We muſt fee the world as 
it really is, to be able to do juſtice 
to its merits. Hitherto your Ladyſhip, 
Lady Hortenfia, and the Marchioneſs, 
are the only female characters T know ; 
and permit me, Madam, to ſay, the 
perfections each poſſeſs, are of a na- 
ture much too exalted to afford a ge- 
neral diſplay of the human mind. Its 
infirmities, as well as its merits, muſt 
be Known, to give a juſt idea of the 
powers we poſſeſs; for to guard againſt 
error, ſeems to be as much a part of 
our duty, (though a leſs pleaſing one) 
as to cultivate the virtues which are 
entruſted to us. The perſons to whom 
you allude, convinced me of the force 
of your obſcrvation; and though we 
ought to give every credit, where we 
can do it with ſafety, yet creulity 
ſhould, not be ſuffered ro impoſe upon 
2 . 82 judgment. 
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judgment. Bot the party in queſtion 
rendered this improbable; as their diſ- 
poſitions were not left to the imagination. 


Inftead of that ſimple ard ingenu- 
ous candour, Which prevails over the 
ſentiments and actions of my friend, 
theſe people ſcemed to experience a 
pleaſure, in proportion to the ſeverity 
and rigor which they inflicted. Even 
the confidence repoled in them, they 
heſitated not to betray; and. apparently 
conſidered the ſecrets of triendfliip, (a 
term very improperly applicd,) as much 
their immediate property as the poacher 
does the innocent bird he has allured 
into his decoy. ' The other lady, more 
under the guard of prudence, or fear, 
by. her geltures ſeemed to admit aſſent 
to what ſhe had not courage to expreſs ; 
a turn of mind far more unamiable than 
open cenſures, Either theſe ſort of cha- 

K 3 racters 
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racters do not poſſeſs the power of 
ſelf· recollection, or by their own merits 
claim an cxemption from compaſſion- 
ating the failings of others. Suppoſing 
this temper of mind not injurious to the 
abſent, it is derogating from that reſpect 
we owe to ourſelves: for to attempt 
leſſening the perfections of human na- 
ture, is an oblique reproach on our 
OWn. 


I was much ſtruck with an obſer- 
vation of the Marchioneſs upon this 
ſubject. Speaking of a detractor, ſhe 
could but compare it, ſhe ſaid, to the 
Yahoo deſcribed by Swift, — bearing no 
reſemblance to the human form, but 
in the marks of its body, and the bad 
propenſities of its nature; for that it 
entirely differed in all the characte- 
riſtical marks which diſtinguiſh woman 
from ghe reſt of the animal world. 

This 
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This comparative idea legd me to read 
his Gulliver's travels with ſome atten- 
tion; and I ſhould hope, that ſuch a 
work was written ſubſequent to the un- 
kindneſs and diſappointment which his 
mind had received: for, ſurely, his two 
portraits of vice and virtue, have an 
harſhneſs of colouring, which no time 
can ſoften down. To ſudden proſperity, 
many an irregularity may be  pardone!), 
(the caſe of Lady G) as its illuſions miſ- 
guide, and preſent chimeras which lead 
the ſofter paſſions too much aſtray. It 
may gratify pride, and conſole vanity 
but it cannot ſurely ſubvert. the whole 
principle of conduct? It may conſpire 
to weaken a mind naturally feeble; but 
cannot entirely deſtroy its powers. A 
paſſage in the Paſtor Fido has frequently 
recurred to my memory, which your ob- 
ſervation at St. Claire confirms 


« Q mille volte fortunato, e mille, | 
K 4 66. Chi 
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&«. Chi ſa por meta à ſuoi penſieri iu tanto, 
« Che per vana ſperanza immoderata, 


« Di moderato ben non perde il frutto.“ 


This happy temper of mind is ſo 
deſirable, that with too much atten- 
tion it cannot be cultivated; but to 
be able to enjoy the higher gifts of 
fortune, and loſe not a reliſh for ſim» 
plicity, is a proof of an amiable and 
temperate mind. 


But to return to St. Claire: I wiſh 
it were poſſible, my dear Madam, to 
convince you how truly your departure 
was lamented, The affectionate regret 
of old friends, you cannot doubt ; but 
to that diſtinction, Sempronia has no 
pretenſions. Though you muſt. allow 
me to ſay, that a more lively eſteem 
could not be felt for you at the moſt 
diſtant period, than that you have al- 

* ready 
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ready excited in my boſom. The 
fame ſenſations, however, influenceck 
me as the reſt of this amiable family, 
We cach retired to contemplate on 
paſt pleaſures; and, by ſympathy, each 
met at the ſame ſpot. The Marchi- 
onels's dreſſing room was the retreat, 


in which every grateful remembrance: 
united, In this chaſte abode, we ſeemed: 


as it were collected together. "Lhe air, 


as I thought, gave more expanſion to 


the heart; and the powers of reflec- 
tion felt enlarged, from the calm and 
ſidnels which prevailed. Thought even 
operated with more freedom, from the 
confidence wich brought us together; 
and the firſt voice, which whiſpered 
through the friendly roof, echoed the 


name of Harville, Never ſhall I for- 


get the charming emotions experienced 
that evening, From the value, my 
dear Madam, which is felt for your 

ſociety, 


* 
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ſociety, why do you withhold from your 
friends an enjoyment you ſo frequently 
might indulge? Your kind invitation 
1 have communicated to my dear Mar- 
chioneſs, &c. and on Saturday hope to 
bave the honour of waiting on you. 


S EMTRO NIA. 


LET. 


SEMPRONIA» 20J 


LETTER. XL 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALYVILLE 


No Twithſtanding all the prudenceg 
caution, and wonderful calmneſs you 
aſſumed, your countenance was no veil 
for your heart, Your real character 
ſpoke through your diſguiſe. But I 
know you act too much en philoſophe, 
to love by vulgar rules. Your heart 
is too well guarded to be taken by 
ſurpriſe. But Cupid has many ways of 
working his ends; and his {kill and 

ingenuity 
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ingenuity have ſeldom been found un- 
fucceſsful, When he cannot direct 
his ſhafts openly, he trics- a more ef- 
fectual, though a more gradual me- 
thod, and applies to the foundation: 
therefore depend. vpon ir, by ſap the 
eitade] will be deſtroyed. As a pru- 
dent General, I ſhould adviſe a capi- 
tulation. You have ſo far made a 
good defence; and as from the nature 
of things you will at laſt be obliged to 
yield, make a merit of neceſſity, and 
ſurrender. at diſctetion. 


Phe Earl was no leſs. charmed than 
yourſelf, with the amiable Sempronia z 
chat from him you have not any 
thing, to fear, Lady Harville has 
given the moſt decided proofs of her 
eſteem; and depend upon it, would 
not have propoſed an invitation, had 
the thought ſuch. a. meaſure improper : 
Ph and 


% 
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and as ſhe is not quite ſo muck the 
' philoſopher as you/pretend to be, did, 
not expect vo upon the arrival 72 15 A 
of her beautiful gueit; io think not 
fuch a mealure I entreat. 1 | 


SEMPRONT Av 


You muſt know me, Valville, too 
much the friend of Hoth, to encourage 
a project which 8 kel to be at- 
tended with any il conſequences to 
either party. Sempronia has already 
fuffered too ſeverely, to be expoſed to 
any freſh perils, Her heart is inno- | 
cent, and her feelings undiſguiſed; 
and. on that very account is ſhe lia- 
ble to experience all the powerful 
effects of a firſt impreſſion. To tell 
you the truth, (though ex badinage I 
began my letter) your manners towards 
her muſt be more diftant, if you have 
no ſerious intenti n. T o gh ſhe has 
great vivacity, it ariſes ſolely from the 

heart. 
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heart. In the ſociety of her friends, 
her chearfulneſs is ever the ſame; but 


to ſtrangers, ſhe is #eſerved, and even 


cold. Mirth, in her, is not excited by 
frivolous ſubjects. She muſt have ſome- 
thing rational to call it forth, From 
the heart "_e ner and acts. 


Theſe are the ſentiments of the 
Marchioneſs, as well as my own; and 
to give you ſome hints ſhe commil- 
ſioned me, or I ſhould not have had 
courage for the purpoſe. An affected 
reſerve will be eaſily diſtinguiſhed by 
one of her diſcernment, . That you 
have a penchant 1s very viſible; and 
that you endeavour to conceal it, as 
much ſo. There lies the ſnare, Be 
the ſame, and no harm will ariſe, I 
make no apology for the above. An 
ambaſſador muſt fulfil his. commands, 
and I hope I have not exceeded mine, 


""—_ , 
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